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Another Mile 


By the Rev. Elmer Allen Bess 


TO work, to wait, to hope, to pray, 
Is part of life as life. must be ; 
But who would walk the world’s long way 
Without the pain which sets faith free ? 


That soul is bound by tyrant thongs 
Which seeks the freedom sin bestows ; 
He suffers most to whom belongs 
The joy alone which evil knows.» 


Then, soul of mine, be not dismayed 
That virtue burns the flesh a while ; 

But keep thy faith, and, unafraid, 
Endure the heat another mile. 


Cuinton, Iowa. 











Voices of the Federated Church 

A tempting opportunity for flings at the Christian 
church by those who are outside is the fact that the 
church has long been so much at loggerheads within 
itself. And now it looks as though that opportunity 
were*in a fair way to be withdrawn. An unprece- 
dented blow was struck at divisions and rivalries in 
Christian activity by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America which came to a con- 
«clusion last week. A sketch of the church-uniting, 
world-saving Conference was published in last week's 


issue of the Times... It is worth while to note here a - 


few of the characteristic utterances of leading. spirits 
of the Conference: Dr. Roberts (Presbyterian) : 
‘*This Council should be the-beginning of the 
thorough Christianization of our land.’’ Dr. Levi 
Gilbert (Methodist): ‘‘If we could begin anew, we 
should do without our many denominations ; now, in 
mission lands, they have a chance to start anew.’’ 
Dr. Arthur S. Floyd (Episcopalian): ‘‘ Let us all get 
together, —the whole Christian family, even the Greek 
and the Roman,—so that.our King will come back to 
his own.”’ Robert E. Speer (Presbyterian): ‘All 
friction is disloyalty to Christ, and all waste is dis- 


ayer to the world ** Dr. A. Vennema (Dutch Re- 
formed): «‘This Council will make it unnecessary 

to organize any more undenominational societies."’ 

Professor E. A. Steiner (Congregationalist): ‘* You 


-ministers have learned Latin and Greek and Hebrew; 


now learn to say ‘ How do you do?’ in Italian to that 
immigrant. Get away irom Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob of old, and become acquainted with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob of to-day."’ 


x 
God’s Word, or Our Feelings ? 


Feeling is an utterly unimportant factor in our 
religious life. It is a gratifying thing to have hoped- 
for feelings, but it is not at all necessary. A man who 
was engaged in an important series of meetings said 
at their close: ‘‘ with two or three exceptions I felt 
the help and presence of God's Spirit, and deHeved, 
by faith, in his presence, even when I did not feel it,.”’ 
He stood on the highest and safest ground. God has 
promised the presence of his‘Spirit to those who seek 
it in the furtherance of his work. He has not con- 
ditioned the Spirit's presence on our feeling it. There- 
fore it is safer to believe in God's promise than in 
our feelings. We may, and we must, exercise faith 
without feeling, as well as faith without sight. 


x 


Infernal Machines 

Unpleasant words multiply their unpleasantness 
tenfold when they are put into writing. Therefore one 
who wants to use words in a way that will smart and 
cut and sting lastingly ought never to speak such words 
when he can write them. On the other hand, one 
who has an unpleasant message that he believes he 


ought to deliver, but who is not desirous of deliver- 
ing it in the worst possible way, ought never to write 
it when he can speak it. There is something about 
the written or printed word that seems to intensify its 
message, whatever that message may be. If it is a 
message of love, its setting down on the white page of 
a letter makes it fairly radiate. If it is a criticism or 
a condemnation, to write it multiplies its unattractive- 
ness, and often even suggests a hostility in the writer's 
attitude or spirit that was really not there at all. 
Letters of personal criticism, reproof, or denunciation 
are perilous things, to be avoided like infernal ma- 
chines. They are the Devil’s choicest weapons. No 
one ought ever to write such a letter unless its need 
seems so great that he believes he would plainly be 
wrong in the sight of God not to do so. 


ad 
Not Above Temptation 


No man is so weak as the man who is sure that 
he is strong. And no man is so strong as the man 
who knows that he is weak, and who seeks the 
Strength that is not of himself. A recent novelist says 
of a character who had faced and conquered a des- 
perately subtle danger: ‘‘Temptation had assailed 
him ; but his strength had lain in the consciousness 
that he was not above temptation.’’ Another man, 
in real life, knew that he was shortly to be put directly 
in the path of temptation, and knew that he would 
then want to yield, though now he did not; he 
prayed, therefore, that Christ would hear his present 
prayer to be kept from yielding when, later, he would 
not have the moral strength to pray ; and the prayer 
of the man who knew he was weak was heard and an- 
swered. Let us pray to be kept from the sure disaster 
of imagined strength. 


Building the Home Nest Again 


A young wife and husband had drifted apart, and after considerable irritation in their relations for several 

months, the husband left his home and went away. The writer of the following letter, who is one of the 

editorial writers of The Sunday Schooi Times, sought to restore happy relations, and the two were 

brought .tegether again with the hope of beginning anew. It is thought that there may be other young 

people who are not realizing the best things of wedded life, to whom the letter which was written to the 
young wife may prove heipful. 


TUESDAY. 
My DEAR FRIEND : 

You do not begin to understand my loving 
interest in you and your husband, and my desire for 
the restoration of your happiness. It must not be 
possible for you to fall apart. You have not under- 
stood each other perfectly, and you have not had 
patience enough with each other, so things have gone 
wrong a little, and your relations have become tangled 
a bit. But it is going to be all right now. 

Longfellow tells of going out one morning, after a 
heavy night-storm, and walking through- his garden. 
Under a tree he saw a bird’ s-nest lying on the ground. 
It had been torn to pieces by the storm, and the trag- 
ments lay on the ground. He pitied the birds, and 
stood there thinking sadly of their misfortune. But 
while he mused in sad mood, he heard a chattering 
overhead, and, looking up, saw the little birds busy 
building their nest again. They were not defeated 
by the disaster. 

That is what I am sure you and your husband are 
doing already.. The storm came and swept your nest 
to the ground. Yesterday it seemed to you that it 
could not be restored. But you are now bravely 
building it again. And it is going to be more beauti- 
ful and fuller of love, joy, and song than ever it has 
been before. 

It may not be-easy to.save, your home, but no mat- 
ter what it costs, it will be a ¢housand times worth 
doing. Love is the sweetest thing in the world, but 


love is not easy. It means much self-denial, much 
forgetting of our own wishes, much restraining of our 
own impulses, much curbing and checking of our own 
feelings. Paul tells us that ‘love suffereth long, and is 
kind, .. . doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh 
not its own, is fot provoked, taketh not account of 
evil,. . . beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things,’’ It is not 
easy to love in this way. It takes the grace of God 
in our hearts to enable us to love after this fashion. 

You and your husband love each other. You have 
not: forgotten the Jover days. When you were first 
married, your love was deep and tender. Somehow 
you have not always been happy since. But your 
love is true and strong as ever. All you want is to 
get it into the common relations of your lives. You 
have not quite learned yet how to deny yourselves. 

A few years ago a dear young wife told me one day 
this story. She had been married about a year. She 
was recovering from typhoid fever, and I was talking 
with her. She picked up from a table a little illu- 
minated card, bearing the words, ‘‘ What would 
Jesus do?’’ and said, ‘‘I want to tell you about 
this card, for it saved my marriage and my home,’’ 
Then she gave me this story: ‘‘When my hus- 
band and I were married, we were both hasty in 
temper and speech. We had many‘a little tiff before 
our wedding, and the first evening we had quite a 
serious quarrel, which, however, was soon over, 
When we came into our new home, we had a dis- 
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agreement one day at Juncheon. My husband left 
the table in anger, and went out without kissing me 
goodby, and I came up to my room to cry. After a 
time of tears, 1 got up and my eye fell on this card. 
I had never noticed the words before, but now the 
question spoke right to my heart and demanded an 
answer, — ‘What would Jesus do?’ I began to 
think and to answer. He surely would: not do as I 
am doing,—be so impatient and irritable, so easily 
vexed, so hasty and exacting. I fell on my knees 
and fought the battle out. 1 settled it there and then 
that I would never again have any angry words with 
my husband, that I would be patient, loving, and 
sweet in spirit and in speech, 

‘I got up from my knees, washed away the tears, 
dressed for dinner, and when my husband came home 
I met him at the door in a most loving way. After 
dinner I brought him upstairs and showed him this 
card, telling him the whole story of what I had done, 
He saw that he, too, had been hasty, quick in temper, 
sharp in speech, wilful, and impatient. We knelt 
together and told Christ all about our mistakes, ask- 
ing his forgiveness, and promising never again to re- 
peat the mistakes.’’ 

The lesson has never been forgotten by these two 
lovers. They are among the happiest young people 
I know. The little card has indeed saved their mar- 
riage and their home, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


- I have told you this little story in the belief that it 
will help you. ' You are a Christian. To be a Chris- 
tian means to do what Jesus would do if he were in 
just your place. Perhaps you have not always thought 
of this, and have been hasty or impatient. Love 
does not demand everything of the other, but it does 
demand everything of itself It ‘‘seeketh not its 
own,’’ It * all things.’’ 

There are wondrous possibilities in your married 
life. You two dear young people may be the hap- 
piest in the city, and your home may become the 
sweetest, happiest home in all the community. All 
you need in order to realize these possibilities is love 
worked out in thought, in word, in act, in disposition. 
Do not blame each other, when things go awry,— 
blame each yourself. Never allow yourself to be 
vexed or hurt, at least to show it, no matter how 
much you think you have been wronged, or how un- 
justly you think you have been treated. Love each 
other as Christ loves you. Repay unkindness with kind- 
ness. If you think you have been unfairly treated, or 
unkindly, be especially kind in return. That is the 
way to pay back any evil thing done to you. 

God bless you. I believe that a year from now 
you will tell me that you have had the happiest year 
you have ever had; that the nest which the storm 
tore down has been built again, more beautiful than 
ever it was before. 








Opportunity Not Always Duty 

If there was one lesson that stood out above 
others in the teachings of our Saviour, it was that of 
the Good Samaritan, —the duty of being a good neigh- 
bor whenever God brings within our reach those who 


are in need of what we ought to supply. But some- 
times we see opportunities for doing good that are 
plainly #o¢ God's calls to us, and then it is that we 
must recognize what, many years ago, the former 
Editor of The Sunday School Times called ‘‘the duty 
of refusing to do good.’’ This truth was recently 
touched on in these pages, and a friend and contribu- 
tor in Alabama rather vigorously suggests that the Times 
is in danger of opposing Christ's teaching. She writes : 


The little editorial note in the issue of November 14, on 
** Refusing to Do Good,"’ entirely reverses the significant les- 
son taught by Jesus in the Good Samaritan, which so vividly 
pictures specific men, set aside for religious rites, being so 
dusy in their vocation or their haste to keep an ‘‘ appointment "’ 
that they had no time ‘‘to stop on the way,"’ and ‘‘bind u 
wounds,” or ‘‘to save"’ a body or ‘“‘asoul."’ And their guilt 
has been told in the Gospel on down through almost nineteen 
centuries, My own experience absolutely disproves the ad- 
vice as resultant of good to my own life. I have found that 
when such need crossed my path, God ‘'trusted"’ to me to do 
it, not leaving it to some one else. If heeded, I got through 
both ; disregarded, my conscience not only hurt me, but the 
other one failed to keep the appointment, and thus I missed 
both. The temptation is paramount everywhere to leave it to 
some one else to ‘‘ bind up wounds,"’ with the self-excuse of 
other pressing ‘‘ appointments."’ 

A young minister living in my home was invited to a home 
to dine with some ministers. On his way to the home he paid 
some visits, finding one family of very poor people all ill with 
measles, and no food save the liquor from cabbage leaves ; 
mother, father, and five children ill, and nothing toeat. He 
telephoned for a physician and busied himself earnestly to pro- 
cure help for them. His place at the table was vacant, to the 
surprise of hostess and ministers. In the afternoon one of 
them met him, chiding him for his rudeness, and blushing he 
simply told the truth: that he wr all, about the dining, in 
the stress to alleviate human suffering. Now which was his 
*‘call’'? ‘To that of pleasure, or dire human ‘‘needs"’ ? 


When pleasure, or the opportunity to please our- 
selves, conflicts with duty, pleasure must go, every 
time,—and it was evidently in accordance with this 
right conviction that the self-sacrificing young minister 
was acting. And when any other opportunity, of any 
sort under the sun, conflicts with duty, that opportunity 
must go, unused and ignored, if we would be true to 
duty. To this truth the Alabama writer would probably 
agree, yet this truth is the only truth which was empha- 
sized in the editorial note under question. The only 
mistake made by the correspondent seems to be that 
she has failed to notice that little word ‘‘duty’’ in the 
paragraph from which she quotes; duty, not pleasure 
or laziness or business or any other reason, is the 
only thing that was urged as having first claim on us. 
Duty is supreme. Duty is only another way of saying 
**God's will.’’ Because God's will never conflicts 
with itself, duties never conflict. The Good Samari- 
tan was plainly doing God's will when he stopped on 
the way to Jericho to bind up wounds and help a man 
who needed the neighboring that the Good Samaritan 
could give. The Samaritan’s only duty, just then, 
But when one has been assigned 


was to give help. 


by God to the doing of a specific task at a certain 
time, then one has no right to desert that assignment, 
no matter how many tempting opportunities for doing 
good may be within easy reach along the roadside. 
Most persons, to be sure, do not need to be reminded 
of the duty of refusing to do good. The majority are 
only too willing to pass by on the other side, as did 
priest and Levite. Yet there are also many earnest 
souls who fritter away their usefulness to God and 
man by trying to do ten good things at a time when 
God has asked them to do only one. They need to 
realize their mistake. Christ emphasized this truth, 
as well as the other. To honor one’s dead father by 
attending the funeral would seem to be a worthy thing 
to do; yet Christ said to one whom he had called, 
and who asked for permission to turn aside to do this: 
‘* Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own 
dead.’” -When God, through duty, calls ‘* follow 
me,’’ it is at our peril that we disregard his call, even 
to bind up the wounds of the suffering. 


— 


The Making of Scholars 

When The Sunday School Times invited Sir 
William M. Ramsay to guide its readers every week 
during 1909 in their study of the Acts and the Epis- 
tles, it was simply holding to its established policy of 
bringing the world’s leading scholarship within the 
reach of Sunday-school teachers and Bible-students 
everywhere. The accepting of this invitation by one 
who is the recognized master in his chosen field sig- 
nalized the Times’ Golden Jubilee (or fiftieth) Year 
in a way that was gratifying to the readers and editors 
alike. It is fitting that the. following remarkably in- 
teresting letter should have come to the Editor in 
time for publication in the issue containing Professor 
Ramsay's first paper in the new lesson-series. The 
letter is from an American scholar whose long-time 
friendship the editors have prized, and whose contri- 
butions to these columns have done much to enrich 
the readers. Professor Rogers writes : 


DECEMBER 6, 1908. 


THE EDITOR OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 


Sir: I congratulate you upon the srcuring of the 
article by Professor Alexander Souter upon Sir William M. 
Ramsay, explorer. It is worthy of the best traditions of The 
Sunday School Times,—and there are few better traditions in 
these parts than those same traditions. It seems to me that 
few better things can be done than to introduce directly to the 
paper's readers a man whose brilliant, accurate, and con- 
Structive powers have already instructed them, and are still 
more to instruct them in the future. 

The paper is a capital illustration of good taste in dealing 
with the career of a man still living, and alf its details are so 
skilfully handled that the man himself, as he is, stands out be- 
fore the eyes of the mind,—a great scholar indeed, but more 
even than that, a fine, manly man, earnest in manifold labors, 
eager for the truth, and a man who loves our Lord. 

should like to bear witness to the truth of the portrait, and 
to add a moral which it seems to me might well be learned in 
America. I have met Professor Ramsay a good many times 
in different places bevond the seas. I have talked with him 
a whole morning on the terrace at Shepheard’s Hotel, Cairo, 





—that wonderful where body sits to see all Cairo go 
oy. I have met him in Oxford,—for which dear city I am 
ways ready to take a brief as the fairest university town that 
Sood tes plaseah egesaueleel mecmtae sat mie iene. 
the p t ty of con 

ing man. Gu ai Road conteienaatiaetin 

I can testify to the excellence of Professor Souter’s character- 
ization. And now for my moral. 

Professor Souter sa 


to ve ag age inclusive, and half of this period he generally 
spends in Asia Minor, extending his knowledge in a depart- 
ment of which he has been for some time indisputably the 
greatest li master."” That is a very significant statement, 
and my is readily attached to it. 


Some years ago I was delivering a course of lectures in Bir- 


mingham, England, and in the same series no less a person 
than Professor Ramsay also participated. We met several 
times, and upon one afternoon sat together and witnessed a 
cycle gymkhana. During the afternoon he talked much of his 
favorite studies, and in the middle of it, when he spoke of a 
new book which he was then writing, I exclaimed : ‘‘ How do 
you produce so much? You are a marvel of scholarly pro- 
ductiveness. I feel ashamed every time I think of the amount 
of what you write, apart altogether from its excellence.” 

He laughed and said modestly that he did not produce 
enough, but that whatever he did accomplish was due to his 
having to at Aberdeen only six months a year/ He 
then went on to say that his university, assisted by various 
learned bodies, had put at his disposal funds to enable him, 
without taxing his own private purse, to travel extensively and 
ss = vein Be the Orient, and especially in Asia Minor. 

There is, therefore, a very real sense in which the whole 
world owes a debt of gratitude to the little University of Aber- 
deen for all that Ramsay has contributed to biblical learning. 
‘There are many universities in which Ramsay would have 
been compelled to teach bg vad even nine months every year, 
and a goodly number of in every week during those 
months, and from which he would never a cop- 
per to enable him to travel anywhere. 

Just to make the moral a bit more pointed, how many uni- 
versities or coll Mr. Editor, are there in America which 
are diligently seeking a way to exact very little teaching, and 
so set their professors free to learn more? Of course, they 
would find very few Ramsays, even if they did so. But what 
a wonderful thing it would be to find just oe such man in any 
institution, and to find him by giving him a chance to prove 
himself! ‘There will never be really adequate scholarship in 
America until we have learned this simple lesson. 

Meanwhile Aberdeen has done it, and here's thanks to her 
for her foresight and her insight and her liberality. ‘Ihe luster 
of the name of Aberdeen has been wonderfully increased by 
its association with the name of Ramsay. Aberdeen has made 
Ramsay, and Ramsay has made Aberdeen. And now Aber- 
deen, having made him by giving him his opportunity, pre- 
sents him to all America through the pages of The Sunday 
School ‘limes. 


ave receiv: 


I am, Sir, é 
ROBERT W. ROGERS, 
Professor in Drew Theological Seminary. 


There is no greater work than the making of men 
who shall lead others into the light of knowledge that 
the world needs. Such a man is Professor Ramsay ; 
and such a man is Professor Rogers. Here is a plea 
from one of these men to which those who are in 
charge of the centers of learning and teaching in our 
land may well give heed. Many a man could do 
more by wisely doing less. Many a university could 
get more from its teachers by asking less from them. 
It is hoped that Professor Rogers’ earnest plea will 
bear fruit in making possible the extension of Ameri- 
can scholarship. 


Pa gpk 
The Daily Altar 


A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
December 28 to January 3 


MON.—Heavenly Father, wilt thou give me this day my 
daily bread? Feed my body with the necessary food. Feed 
my mind with clean and healthy purpose. Feed my heart with 
visions of the glory of God. 


‘TUES.—Gracious Lord, help me to enter into blessed sym- 
pathy with thee. May I readily respond’ to thy calling, and 
may my purposes reflect the mind of Christ! ling I be: on 
thy side to-day, and let the bias of my soul tend ever toward 
the good ! 


Me estes A Spirit, I Pray that thou wilt repress the risings 
of unholy passion and thought. May ill things be strangled 
at their birth! Save me lest I so encourage the evil that the 
encouragement leads to my undoing. 


THURS.—My Lord, help me to make a good ending of the 
year. Forgive its many failings, gather together its scattered 
and broken threads of holy purpose, and may it end in gra- 
cious consecration ! 


FrRi.—Heavenly Father, help me to begin the year in the 
spirit of holy confidence and love. May I approach my daily 
work as though it were given to me from the hands of the 
King! May I see his name upon it, and may I go about my 
daily toil as about my Fattier’s business ! 

SaT.— S Rhee wd in heaven, I pray for the redemption of 
the race. ay the things of the morning lift the souls of men 
to the thought of the eternal morning, and may their minds be 
sobered and sanctified | Grant that all the ministries of time 
may lead to the establishment of the kingdom of our Lord. 
Let thy kingdom come. 


SuNn.—Gracious Lord, I pray that thou wouldst prepare me 
for the darker seasons of life. May I not be afraid of the night 
when the night falls upon me! May my faith rise triumphant 
even amid the ocean of disappointment and apparent defeat ! 
Let me manifest thy strength in my weakness, 
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1.ESSON FOR JANUARY 3 (Acts x : 1-14) 


O ONE can be said to know a work of literature 
who does not know it as a whole. A man 
may have traveled in a particular country, and 

resided in some of its cities, and yet his knowledge of 
the country remains very imperfect if he has never 
studied a map of it. 

The application of this principle to the Book of 
Acts is of great importance. For lack of it some read- 
ers have carried away an impression that the book is 
\ imperfect, or at least that it has an abrupt ending. 

As a fact, no historic work has a clearer arrangement. 
| Its purpose is given by its usual title—‘‘ The Acts of the 
| Apostles.’ The Greek word ‘ apostles’’ is fairly repre-- 
j sented by the English word ‘‘commissioners’’ ; to 

understand the actions of the commissioners we natu- 
i rally begin by inquiring, What is their commission ? 

It was threefold : they were to be witnesses of Jesus 
(1) to Jerusalem, (2) to Judzea and Samaria, and (3) 
unto the uttermost part of the earth. At first, then, 
we might expect our history to fall into three divisions, 
corresponding to the three parts of the commission. 
But the third item of the commission stands altogether 
apart from the other two. A simple narrative of facts 
might describe the witnessing in Jerusalem, Judzea and 
Samaria. But how can a work limited to the lives of 
the Apostles relate the Christianizing of the whole 
world, a thing which after all these centuries remains 
still only partially accomplished? Such a book, in 
reference to the third part of the commission, can 
only present the Apostles giving themselves to the task 
of bringing all mankind in touch with the gospel. 

But even this task itself is not a simple idea, which 
could be grasped at once; only in successive stages, 
a Step at a time, could primitive Christianity take in 
the vast conception of converting the whole world. 
Accordingly, the Book of Acts falls in fact into seven 
divisions : a vast commission, and the successive 
steps of its accomplishment. And the sevenfold 
arrangement becomes the clearer when it is seen that 
miraculous visions, or direct interpositions of Prov- 
idence, mark each succeeding stage in the Apostles’ 
realization of their divinely ordered work. 

Fd 

First STaGE: Zhe Commission (Chapter 1). The 
opening section presents the Apostles receiving their 
threefold commission from the Master, his last word 
before he ascends into heaven. They may not at once 
commence their ministry, but are to await a signal 
from on high. The interval of waiting they spend in 
devotion, and in filling the gap left by Judas} treason. 

SECOND STAGE: Opening of the Witness at Jeru- 
salem (Chapters 2-5). The divine signal comes in 
the miracle of Pentecost. Old Testament history had 
been ushered in by the incident of the Tower of 
Babel : the confusion of tongues, or the falling of 
mankind into divers: nations, had been. the natural 
occasion for the call of a single nation to be God's 
representative to the rest. So the mystery of the Day 
of Pentecost, when the motley crowd in- Jerusalem 
hear, each man in his own language, the message 
of the Apostles, is a fitting prelude for a history that 
is to gather all nations of the world into one flock 
under one shepherd. The new gospel takes Jerusa- 
lem by storm. A fellowship of believers gathers 
around the Apostles, The authorities of the city at- 
tempt persecution, only to make the preachers of the 
word bolder and more outspoken ; until the wisest of 
the foes restrains the rest, awed by the thought that 
the movement against which they are fighting may be 
the work of God. 

THIRD STAGE: Extension of the Gospel to Judaa 
and Samaria (Chapters 6-8). The strange working 
of Divine Providence makes the next stage of the 


movement. A sudden outburst of violence, seizing . 


alike the mob of Jerusalem and its rulers, brings the 
first Christian martyrdom, and breaks up the infant 
church. But this persecution is overruled to the ex- 
tension of the gospel : those who are thus dispersed— 
first the humbler converts, and then the Apostles 
themselves—carry the new teaching throughout Judza 
and Samaria. Two picturesque incidents in this work 
of evangelization bring this section to a conclusion. 
FOURTH STAGE: Opening of the Gospel to the Gen- 
tiles (Chapters 9-12). The history now enters upon 
the third phase of the divine commission,—which 
contemplates a whole world to be evangelized ; novel 
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and difficult ideas have to be grasped, and mental 
revolutions are to be experienced, 

With all their profound capacity for spiritual ideas, 
the Jews were nevertheless a highly exclusive people, 
an island of humanity cut off from the rest of the 
world — contemptuously, called Gentiles—by appar- 
ently impassable barriers of thought and feeling. To 
the earliest Christians the Master's command to wit- 
ness for him ‘‘to the uttermost part of the earth’’ 
must have presented itself as the task of making his 
gospel known to the Jews scattered through all parts 
of the world. They are now called to make a mental 
leap over the barrier separating Jew from unclean 
Gentile ; the authority of miracle and the direct in 
terposition of heaven is required to make possible 
such a fundamental change of heart. 

This fourth section relates side by side two such 
supernatural events. To Peter is granted a miracu- 
lous vision, by which is made known that a Gentile 
world, unclean and common by Mosaic law, was not 
beyond the power of God to cleanse by the gospel 
message. And the Master himself appears for a single 
moment in the history of his Church, commanding 
his chief persecutor to become his chief servant. By 
the one event the new thought of the conversion of 
the Gentiles is revealed ; by the other is provided the 
instrument of its accomplishment, the one man whom 
the union of Jewish and Gentile culture fitted to be 
a mediator between conflicting systems of thought. 

e 

An epoch has thus been made in the history of the 
Apostles’ work. The whole church bowed down be- 
fore the authority of the new revelation. But in the 
human agency by which it was to be carried into 
operation diversities of human nature appear ; this 
fourth section of the Book of the Acts indicates two 
centers instead of one for the Christian Church, The 
more conservative yield to the new revelation only a 
passive acceptance ; for these the rallying-point is 
Jerusalem. Antioch rises to be the headquarters of 
the more progressive spirits, who boldly enter upon 
the new task of carrying their gospel to the Gentile 
world ; it is at this Antioch that the followers of Christ 
are first called Christians. The instinct of the his- 
torian seems to lead him at this point (in the twelfth 
chapter) to narrate the cruel persecution of the Church 
at Jerusalem ; he has thus completed this side of his 
history, and the rest of the book is given to the exten- 
sion of the gospel to the Gentiles. 

FIFTH STAGE: /ustitution of the Missionary Journey 
(Chapters 13-15). The Apostles have an enlarged 
conception of the work that is to be done: they must 
next enlarge their conception of the agency by which 
it is to be accomplished. At Antioch, the head- 
quarters of progressive Christianity, a solemn meeting 
of the brethren is held, to consider, with fasting and 
prayer, the vast task before them. The Holy Spirit 
brings a further revelation, and the institution of the 
Missionary Journey follows. 

It requires effort to realize that what is most familiar 
to the modern mind is to be seen as a novelty in Acts. 
So long. as the field for the dissemination of God's 
truth was a single people, whether in their home 
country or abroad, so long nothing more was re- 
quired than the simple witnessing for God which the 
Old Testament calls prophecy. It is different when 
the question is of an external world, ignorant of or 
hostile to the whole Hebrew religion ; if the world 
will not come to the gospel, the gospel must be car- 
ried to the world. The fifth section records in detail 
the first. missionary journey ; that the missionaries are 
careful to speak first to the Jews in the cities they 
visit, and afterward to the Gentiles ; that miracles 
attest their ministry, and persecution follows them. 

But a greater danger than heathen persecution is to 
be encountered. The conservative wing of the 
Church, which was powerful in Jerusalem and Judza, 
becomes alarmed at the rapid extension of Gentile 
Christianity ; this party in its turn essays missionary 
enterprise, sending its representatives on the track of 
the Apostles, to insist upon the doctrine that the 
Gentiles can become Christians only by first becom- 
ing Jews. For a brief time Christianity is distracted 
by divided counsels ; then a gathering at Jerusalem 
restores harmony, ‘‘It seemed good to the Holy Spirit 
and to us"’ ; such is the solemn phrase of the circu- 


lar letter that voices a unanimous Church, And the 
judgment is that the sole necessity is the gospel ; 
while the spirit of Christian charity is illustrated in 
the further requirement that converts should abstain 
frum certain practises of the heathen world which 
were particularly offensive to the Jews. The gospel 
has been pronounced for ever independent of the law, 
while Christian missions have been proclaimed the 
agency by which the world is to be converted, 

SixtH STAGE: Opening of the Gospel to Europe 
(Chapter 15 : 36to 19: 20). The narrative continues 
to record journeyings of Paul ; but it is no longer the 
particular journeys that are important. A new de- 
parture in the expansion of Christianity is about to 
take place ; and this is likewise ushered in by vision 
and the guiding hand of Providence. Perplexity has 
settled down upon the movements of the missionary 
Apostles ; they are forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
speak the word in Asia ; they essay to go into Bithy- 
nia, but ‘‘the Spirit of Jesus’’ suffers them not. But 
at Troas the perplexity is dispelled by a vision— 
the vision of the man of Macedonia crying, ‘Come 
over into Macedonia, and help us."" What these 
simple words cover is nothing less than the extension 
of Christianity from Asia to Europe. Christianity 
is now called upon to conquer the region to which 
the future belongs, the seat of the civilization that 
is to dominate all others. We find Paul in the 
great cities of Europe; in the commercial center of 
Corinth, in Athens the fountain-head of the modern 
intellectual life. And it is in connection with Paul's 
ministry in these European centers that he com- 
mences the series of Pastoral Epistles. To Christian 
missions has been added Christian literature ; the sim- 
ple message of salvation is to expand into a body of 
Christian doctrine and church organization. 

SEVENTH SECTION: The Bringing of the Gospel 
to Rome (Chapters 19 : 21 to 28). In all well- 
ordered histories we expect the final section to be of 
the nature of a climax. To one who reads with 
modern ideas it might seem as if all that had yet been 
accomplished was but a small fragment of the task of 
witnessing for Jesus to the uttermost part of the earth. 
But what is difficult to the modern mind was easy to 
the age of the Apostles ; that age was accustomed to 
think of the world as a unity, and the symbol of that 
unity was—Rome. As early as the nineteenth chapter 
of Acts we trace this thought in Paul : he purposes in 
the spirit to go to Jerusalem, saying,- After I have 
been there, I must also see Rome. Significant is the 
sentence which thus brings together Jerusalem and 
Rome : the city which had been the cradle of Chris- 
tianity, and the metropolis of world empire. 

ad 

But the accomplishnrent of Paul's plan is seen in 
a series of perplexing events and ominous forebodings, 
in which the workings of Providence seem dark. At the 
point of greatest darkness, the mist which has hidden 
the hand of Providence dissolves into aclear vision: the 
Lord himself appears to the prisoner with the word : 
‘* Be of good cheer : for as thou hast testified concern- 
ing me at Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at 
Rome.'’ Yet still hopes and fears attend every step 
of Paul’s career. A plot against his life causes his 
transference to the Roman headquarters at Czsarea ; 
vexatious delays of successive Roman governors in- 
duce Paul to make formal appeal to the emperor. 
Immediately afterward it appears that but for this 
appeal he might have been set at liberty. When the 
journey has been commenced, he is still assailed by 
tempest and danger ; escaped from shipwreck, he is 
threatened by the poison of a viper. 

The history has related with the utmost minuteness 
these circumstances of the journey ; when Rome is 
once reached, a brief statement is all that is required, 
for the goal of the Apostles’ mission has been attained. 
The conversion of the individual nations to Chris- 
tianity is to be the work of future centuries. But in 
the age of the apostles, Rome was the center of the 
world ; Rome may be called the center of human his- 
tory, since all ancient civilizations culminated in the 
Roman empire, and out of its ruins modern civiliza- 
tion has arisen. When the Apostle of the Gentiles 
has touched Rome, the book has reached its logical 
conclusion, and the historian’s work is completed. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


To Prepare the Lesson 


HERE is no short cut to the preparation of a 
Bible lesson for teaching. Especially is this 
true when an entirely new series of lessons is 

begun, taking us into a new period of history, and a 
new part of the Book. It is hoped that every teacher 
who uses The Sunday School Times will prepare for 
the first lesson in the new year’s course in Acts by a 
method at least as thorough as that which is sug- 
gested here. It takes only a few hours’ time, and 
will give strength to the whole year’s work. 

First Step. Read Professor Moulton’s article (page 
655) on ‘* Mastering the Book of Acts as a Whole,” 
and memorize the headings of his seven sections of 
the book, with the chapter references, until you 
have them at your tongue’send. Thus you will have 
mastered a plan of the contents of Acts. Here it is: 


1, The Commjssion—Chapter 1. 

2, Opening of the Witness at Jerusalem—Chapters 2-5. 

3. Extension of the Gospel to Judea and ie al 
Chapters 6-8. 

4. Opening of the Gospel to the Gentiles—Chapters 9-12. 

§. Institution of the Missionary Journey—Chapters 13-15. 

6. Opening of the Gospel to Europe—Chapters 15 : 36 
to 19: 20, 

uN Bringing of the Gospel to Rome—Chapters 19: 21 
to 25, 


Seconp Step. Read the book of Acts through at 
one sitting, with Moulton’s plan in mind and his 
article before you. Note every one of the seven sec- 
tions of the book, as you come to each, and its con- 
tents. This can be done in about two hours. 

THIRD Step. Now read Professor Moulton’s article 
straight through again,. and satisfy yourself of the 
correctness of his seven divisions and groupings of 
events, in the light of your own knowledge of Acts. 

Fourtu:. Step, Read President Sanders’ Preview 
of the First Quarter’s lessons (page 660); here you 
get a division of the book by the four quarters of the 
year’s course, and a more detailed view of the first 
quarter than the other article gave. 

Firtn Step. Turn now to the lesson itself (Acts 
I: I-14), and read it through, paper and pencil in 
hand, jotting down every query, impression, truth, 
and teaching point that occurs to you. Re-read the 
lesson until you have aclear idea of its leading truths, 
and which one is most important for your class. 

Sixtu Step, Find the answers to your queries by 
referring to ‘* Your Lesson Questions Answered,” on 
this page. If you find difficulties in the lesson that 
are not covered in this new department, the Editor 
will count it a favor if you will write him about them. 

You have now laid the foundation for a profitable 
_ of the rest of the teaching suggestions in the 

imes, 


‘ Getting Started in Class 


Give out slips of paper to the class, containing the 
following references: Mark 16: 19; Luke 24: 50-53; 
Ephesians 4: 8, 10. After the references have been 
found, let the passages be read aloud. 

Could it be possible that the world was to be better 
off without the earthly presence of the man Jesus 
Christ, than with it? Are people ever better off for 
losing something of great value? Let this last ques- 
tion be Qseuseed. 

The three passages that were read touched on the 
event of Jesus’ leaving the world. There is one 
other part of the Bible that speaks of this, and that 
was not read; it is the fullest account of it that we 
have, and it is our lesson for to-day. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


You owe it to the class to let them share with you, 
just as far as they can and will, your mastery of the 
k of Acts. Hold out to them the definite oppor- 
tunity of mastering an entire book this year. Begin 
in this by suggesting their memorizing, before next 
Sunday, the Moulton plan of its contents, and give 
each pupil that plan, clipped or copied from the 
Times. As you read it to them, run over very briefly 
the broad facts of each section, and explain that we 
shall get the entire story which this plan summarizes 
as we go on with the year’s studies. 

The very best way to assure their continued inter- 
est and mastery is to see that each pupil has a blank 
book, strong enough to stand a year's usage, in which 
he will build up his own story of the Acts. Let them 
get up their own title-pages, as decoratively as they 
please, with their own names attached; on the next 
right-hand pose have them write out the Moulton 
outline; and then have the book carried on, week by 
week, by each one writing out, in his own words, the 





LESSON I. JANUARY 3. THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 


Acts 1: 1-14. Commit verses 8, 9 


Golden Text: It came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into heaven.—Luke 24 : 51 


t The ! former treatise I made, O The-oph’i-lus, concerning 
all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 2 until the day 
in which he was received =P after that he had given command- 
ment through the Holy Spirit unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen : 3 to whom he 2 showed himself alive after his 
pentes by many proofs, appearing unto them by the space of 


orty days, and speaking the things concerning the kingdom of | 
God : 4 and, * being assembled together with them, he charged 1 


them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the prom- 
ise of the Father, which, said he, ye heard from me: § for 
John indeed baptized with water ; but ye shall be baptized ¢ in 
the Holy Spirit not many days hence. 

6 They +t wo when they were come together, asked him, 
saying, Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to 
Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know 
times or seasons, which the Father hath 5set within his own 
authority. 8 But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judzea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 9 And when he had said these thi as 
they were looking, he was taken up ; and a cloud received him 
out of their sight. 10 And while they were looking stedfastly 
into heaven as he went, behold two men stood by them in 
white apparel ; 11 who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye one into heaven? this Jesus, who was received up from 

ou into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye beheld 
im going into heaven. 

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is nigh unto Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey 


off. 13 And when they were come in, they went up into the | 


upper chamber, where they were abiding; both Peter and 
John and * James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholo- 
mew and Matthew, ® James the son of Al-phz’us, and Simon 
the Zealot, and Judas ¢he 'son of ®James. 14 These all with 
one accord continued stedfastly in prayer, ® with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren, 

1Gr. first. 2 Gr, presented. * Or; eating with them + Or, with 
5 Or, appointed by © Or, Jacob ™ Or, brother See Jude rx. & Or, with 
certain women 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


It is hoped that this new department will be a time-saver 
and real help to many readers. Several practical Sunday- 
school teachers read the lesson independently and set down 
every query ougpooted by the text. These queries are here 
given, followed by references to the places in this issue where 
the answers will be found. If at ¥ tims readers are troubled 
by questions on the lesson that they do not find answered 
here, the Editor will count it a favor to hear from them. 


(The references are to paragraphs in the lesson-articles in this issue.) 

Verse 1.--Who was the author? (Riddle, 1; Ramsay, 
1, 2; Ridgway, 1; Stelzle, 4.) What was ‘the former 
treatise’? (Riddle, 1, and on v. 1.) Who was Theophi- 
lus? Why was this treatise addressed to him? (Riddle, 1.) 

Verse 2.—When and where was Jesus ‘‘ received up ’’? 
(Riddle, 2.) What ‘‘ commandment ’’ had he given, and 
how ‘* through the Holy Spirit’’ ? (Riddle, on v. 2.) 

Verse 4.—What was ‘‘the promise of the Father’’? 
(Riddle, on v. 4.) 

Verse 6.—What did they mean by *‘ restore the kingdom 
to Israel’’ ? (Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 8.—What was meant by ‘‘ my witnesses ’’ ? (Rid- 
dle, on v. 8.) 

Verse 10.—Who may we suppose the ‘‘ two men”? to 
have been ? (Riddle, on v. 10.) 

Verse 11.—What was foretold by-‘‘ shall so come’? ? 
(Riddle, on v. it.) 

Verse 12.—How far was ‘‘a sabbath day’s journey ’’? 
Why was it so called ? (Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 14.—Who were “‘ the women ”’? (Riddle, on v. 14.) 








story of the events of the lesson. Make sub-divisions, 
or ‘‘Parts,” of the book by following the seven 
sections of the outline, repeating the title of each 
section at the head of a new page when the story 
comes to that part. If the pupils illustrate these 
books every week by pasting in pictures,! the in- 
terest will be greatly increased.. When the mis- 
sionary journeys are reached, later in the year, there 
will be good opportunity for sketch-maps also. 

In the time that is left, see that the main facts of 
the lesson are brought out, explained by the com- 
ments given in ‘‘ Lesson Questions Answered ” and 
in the other lesson articles in this issue, and that 
these points are clearly lodged with the class: 

Jesus as a man left the earth simply that he might 
be, through the Holy Spirit, more truly with every one 
who wants his presence than he could ever have been 
as a man. Notice Professor Ramsay's suggestions 
— paragraph) on what the Ascension really stood 
or. —, going was the releasing of Jower to his 
disciples,—to you and me. And power is offered us 
for one great — only: that we may bring others 
under the influence of this Saviour and his power. 
That is witnessing; that is our ‘‘Great Permission.” 


1Send for The Sua? School Times’ Ast of such pictures—‘ Photo- 
tones,” illustrating Bible sites and customs, 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M."B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. ~ 


HE BOOK.—Its earlier title was simply ** The 
Acts” (or ‘*Acts”). The addition: ‘‘of the 
Apostles” is inappropriate, since the story is 

not of the labors of the entire Twelve. The opening 
words show that the author had previously written 
the third Gospel and addressed it to the same per- 
son, Theophilus (Luke 1: 1-4). There is little reason 
for doubting that Luke, ‘tthe beloved physician,” 
was the author. pnevebiies (meaning ‘‘ Lover of 
God”) was probably a Roman official, since ‘‘ most 
excellent” indicates official dignity rather than moral 
quality. As the book seems to have been written in 
Italy, Theophilus probably lived in that region. 
Many things in the narrative suggest a purpose on 
the part of the author to show that Christianity was 
not opposed by Roman ———- 

Places.—The lesson is parallel with the closing 
paragraphs of Luke 24.. Part of the reported con- 
versation was spoken in perueaten The Ascension 
occurred on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives, 
looking toward Bethany (Luke 24: 50). An incorrect 
reading in that verse (‘‘as far as to Bethany”) 
created needless difficulty. Verses 12-14 point to 
some customary place.of assembly in Jerusalem. 

Time.—According to the chrono here accepted, 
the date of the Ascension is Thursday, May 10, year 
of Rome 783,—that, is, A.D, 30, ‘‘ forty days” (v. 2) 
after the resurrection, 


Light on Puzzling Passages 
Verse 1.—Former: Greek, ‘‘ first,” evidently re- 


ferring to the Gospel of Luke.—Began: Probably 
taplying that this k will narrate what he contin- 
ued both to do and to teach. 


Verse 2.— Received up: At the Ascension (see vs. 
ot and Luke 24: 50, 51).—Given commandment: 

eferring to the instruction given after the resur- 
rection cone, Luke 24: 47-49; Matt. 28 :°19, 20).— 
Through the Holy Spirit: While the passagés just 
cited do not ak of the Holy Spirit, such an agency 
is naturally implied, since, then as now, only the 
Holy Spirit makes the commands of Christ effective. 

Verse 4.—The promise of the Father: A com- 
parison of Luke 24:49 and verse 8 of this lesson 
shows that the promise of the Holy Spirit is meant. 

Verse 5.—With water: Luke always uses this 
form.— /n the Holy Spirit : The preposition, usually 
rendered ‘‘in,” occurs here and in the parallel pas- 
sages, 

Verse 6.—A?t this time: In emphatic position. The 
apostles still cherished incorrect views of the kingdom. 

Verse 7.--His own authority : Not ‘‘ power,” as in 
the next verse. 

Verse 8.—Power: The two terms, ‘ authority” 
and ‘‘ power,” should be carefully distinguished.— 

When: Not, ‘‘after that,” as if there was an inter- 
val. The ‘‘power” came with the coming of the 
Holy Spirit.—My witnesses : Compare Luke 24 : 47, 
48. They were to testify regarding him, his person 
and work and its significance. 

Verse 9.—Compare Luke 24: 51. 

Verse 10.—Z7wo men: Probably angels, since, ac- 
cording to Luke 24:4, ‘‘two men...in dazzling 
apparel” appear to the women at the tomb, and in 
verse 23 the same occurrence is spoken of as a vision 
of angels. 

Verse 11.—Shal/l so come in like manner: This 
points to a personal return, elsewherecalled Jarousia, 
which is to be sudden and unexpected. rom the 
earliest times this has been regarded as a prediction 
of the personal return of our Lord. Many, however, 
do not thus regard it, especially since in every age 
this view had been improperly joined with extrava- 
gant opinions. 

Verse 13.— The upper chamber: The largest room 
in Eastern houses.—Adiding ;- Either living there or 
habitually meeting there. Compare the other lists 
of apostles: Matthew 10: 2-4; Mark 3: 16-19; Luke 
6 : 14-16.—/udas the son of James: Literally,‘* Judas 
of James.” In such phrases ‘‘son” is to be supplied. 
‘* Brother” (see Jude 1) was inserted on the view that 
the apostle was the author of the epistle. 

Verse 14.— With! the women: Literally, ‘‘ with 
women.” Quite indefinite, but the Galilean women 
mentioned in Luke 23 : 49 and elsewhere are proba- 
bly meant.— Mary the mother opine: Not men- 
tioned after this.—AHzs brethren: Here distinguished 
from the apostles. The view that ‘*James the son 
of Alphzeus” and ‘‘ Judas” were two of these ‘‘ breth- 
ren” is beset with difficulties. It originated with 
Jerome, who desired to prove that Joseph never had 
any children, and that these ‘‘ brethren” were cousins 
of Jesus. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 3 (Acts 1 : 1-14) 


Luke and His Message 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


NY reasonable discussion of the book of the Acts 
of the Apostles must rest on a definite opinion as 
to the evidence on which the narrative depends. 

Luke (as he tells us in his Gospel, chap. 1 : 1 f.) had 
many authorities. He follows the ise observed 
by writers-of his age, and states simply the conclu- 
sions to which his consideration of his authorities had 
led him, without formally naming the source of his 
knowledge. But careful reading of his very careful 
narrative a in many cases what his authority 
was. The owing notes are written on the view 
that in the opening chapters of the Acts Luke’s chief 
authority was the belief and the accounts current in 
Christian circles, as he heard them in Jerusalem and 
Ceesarea when he was there with Paul for more than 
two years, A.D. 57-59. Taking A.D. 29 as the date of 
the crucifixion, we find that this part of the narrative 
rests on evidence which comes within thirty years 
of the actual occurrences, and was current in the very 
lace. 

’ We can safely assume that Luke had been in com- 
munication with many Christians in both cities, that 
he had compared their accounts in a natural and un- 
conscious way, and that these chapters present the 
sum of what he believed on this evidence, We can- 
not assume that.when he was in Palestine he was in- 
tending to write a history and was consciously or criti- 
cally comparing accounts; and above all we must not 
assume that his standard of judging was the same as 
ours. Though above the ordinary level of education 
and ability, he jud as a man of that , a-con- 
verted pagan, would judge. He states quite plainly 
that he wrote his history because he had enjoyed access 
to the best sources of information, and not that he 
had sought out information because he wished to 
write a history. This may be regarded as an ad- 
ditionai proof of the unbiased character of his out- 
look, and of the unconscious and therefore — 
honest way in which the narrative gradually too 

form.in his mind. But at the same time it suggests 
that the general and spiritual truth would impress 
itself on his mind more deeply. than the exact details. 

The Acts, the second book of his history, opens 
with a brief summary of the subject contained in his 
first book, and then gives a fuller statement of its 
final episode, the ascension. This episode must be 
regarded as the climax and the necessary conclusion 
of the Saviour’s life, as Luke sets it before us and as 
it must be frankly accepted or rejected. The central 
idea of the Christian religion, the idea which cannot 
be doubted or minimized without sacrificing the 
essential truth of Christianity, is that God, who had 
always through his messengers and prophets com- 
municated his word to man, at last, as the climax of 
his grace, sent his only Son into the world. The 
Divine Nature, which is omnipresent and eternal, 
free from the human limitations of space and time, 
materialized itself in human form upon the earth, 
voluntarily subjecting itself to those limitations and 
yet continuing to be divine. ‘* The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us.” In so far as it was hu- 
man, this expression of the Divine Nature in the world 
must have a beginning, a history for a term of years, 
and an end; a birth, life, and death. Yet, on the other 
hand, as being divine, it was pre-existent and death- 
less. The Word was in the beginning, and the Word 
was God. Birth and death have no bearing on the eter- 
nal Divine Nature. Thus the Divine Nature makes 
itself in appearance to us double, and this- double 
nature is called by the terms Father and Son, which 
must of course be regarded as symbolical names, 
attempting to make the divine mystery intelligible to 
the human mind with its necessarily limited powers 
of understanding. 

It was therefore an essential part of the divine 
purpose that those who had known the divine Word 
in its human expression as the man Jesus, should 
become aware that death had no real power over 
him, ‘This result was accomplished by various events 
after such fashion that a sufficient number of per- 
sons were firmly convinced of the truth, and consti- 
tuted a body of witnesses whose evidence might 
convince the world and give effect to the divine will. 

After this conviction was produced, we come to the 
final stage, the apparent departure of the embodied 
Divine Nature, the man Jesus, from the world. The 
earthly period had fulfilled its purpose and reached 
its climax. This is the Ascension. This term, like 
many of the other words which must be employed by 
man in discussing the subject, is an attempt to ex- 
press divine truth—which as divine is not subject to 
worldly conditions—in the language of human im- 
perfection. The Divine Nature is omnipresent. It is 
not more in one direction from us than in another ; 
it is neither above nor below: it is everywhere. To 
say that Jesus went up into heaven is a merely sym- 
bolic expression; it has not a local significance; it is 
an emblematic statement of the truth. The truth 
which has to be conceived in the mind is that at the 
due stage and moment Jesus ceased to be apparent 
to human senses in the world, and zs God with God. 

In Acts 1: 1-14 Luke assumes that his readers 
know the briefer account of the Ascension already 
given by him in his Gospel (24 : 44-51), He does not 
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in Acts mention that the event occurred on the 
Mount of Olives. That was known, and is here as- 
sumed in verse 12, That there are slight apparent 
differences in details between the two accounts will 
trouble no one who thinks in the same fashion as 
Luke and the men of his age thought. Luke puts 
the accounts side by side; the spiritual truth was the 
one important thing; differences of detail were un- 
real. Similarly he describes Paul’s conversion three 
times, always with slight differences in details. 
Truths transcendental and divine had to be ex- 
pressed in the insufficient of mankind, and 
made intelligible to men of that time. It is part of 
Luke’s intention to leave the ar ig egremerne vague, 
shadowy, and uncertain, in order to concentrate at- 
tention on what was real, spiritual, and certain. 

But why were two accounts of the Ascension given 
in two books of the same historical work by one 
author? The Ascension is not merely the suitable 
end of the Gospel. It is also the beginning of the 
history of Christianity as set forth in the Acts. The 
work of men was now to begin, where the work of 
the Son of God on earth ended. The very first epi- 
sode in this new stage of the history is the demon- 
stration that this ascension, this departure of the 
divine, incarnate Word, is only apparent, not perma- 
nent. Jesus leaves the world with the promise to 
return. The Divine Nature never leaves man alone 
to himself. Itis always with him. That this is so, 
and how the disciples learned in actual experience 
that it is so, is the next episode in Acts and the sub- 
ject of the next lesson. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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~The Great Commission 
By Delavan L. Pierson 


T THE beginning of a og whe study of this great 
missionary book it will be well to look at the 
situation as it confronted Christ. He had come 

on his great mission from heaven to earth to save 
men from sin and death. What was the result? The 
religious leaders had turned the people against him, 
and they had not only stoned and rejected him, but 
they had crucified him on the cross, like a common 
murderer. He had come to save the wor/d, and yet 
only five or six hundred had come to believe in him, 
—only a handful of obscure peasants in a small 
country ground down under the heelof Rome. What 
a failure his mission must have seemed! 

But although his enemies had killed him, his work 
was not yet done,—it had only begun. His plan was 
to have his disciples go out and complete the work 
of saving the world. If they failed him, he would 
have died for naught. To them he entrusted the 
great honor and responsibility of completing his work 
and of making his life and death count. So he gath- 
ered them around him before his final farewell, and 
commissioned them to go with his message of life,— 
beginning 1n the very place where he was crucified, 
then going to the cities of their despised neighbors,and 
not resting until they had reached the uttermost part 
of the earth and the last child among mankind had 
heard the good news. Moreover, our Lord promised 
that he would be with them and would give them the 
power to do the work entrusted to them. 

Every Christian is an heir to this commission and 
to this promise. The Book of the Acts shows how 
the early disciples fulfilled the Great Commission 
entrusted to them. All missionary history shows 
how the church has been fulfilling the Great Commis- 
sion, and how the promise has been fulfilled. What 
are you doing to show that the Saviour’s trust in his 
followers was not misplaced ? 

Broox.yn, N. Y. 
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Oriental. Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D. D. 
Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


BR” THE space of forty days (v.3). This is a 
conventional and favorite expression of time in 
the East, and is used much in the same way as 

when we refer to a period or interval of six weeks. 

After forty days the swaddling bands of an infant 

may be unfastened for the first time; when forty 

days have passed after the birth of her child, the 

mother may be considered out of danger; a service 

of remembrance is held forty days afteradeath. ~ 
Dost thou at this time restore the kingdom of 

Israel? (v. 6.) Israel was appointed to be God's bat- 

tle-axe for the establishing of a world-kingdom that 

was to be the Lord’s, but & a very natural and easy 
an of human thought they came to regard the 

essiah as the battle-axe, and the kingdom as exclu- 
sively for Israel. The time of this kingdom was 
referred to as ‘‘ the latter days,” or ‘‘ the days of the 

Messiah,” and then Zion would exchange warfare 

and suffering for ag and dominion. This entered 

more or less into the animating hope and enduring 
faith of those commemorated in Hebrews 11, and the 
limitation of God’s purpose was what marked them 
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as imperfect compared with the larger illumination 
and outlook of those whocame after them. It shows 
how far Paul had traveled under the guidance of the 
Spirit when he Lg up the things that had been 
gain to him, and found a new and richer gratifica- 
tion in glorifying of Christ for all men. 

A sabbath day's journey off (v. 12). A visitor to 
the sacred cities of Palestine, such as Jerusalem and 
Safed, is surprised to see what looks like telegraph 
wires ——e strung on nondescript poles across the 
road about half an hour's walk out of the town. It 
is the limit fixed by rabbinical authority to indicate 
the extent that may be traveled on the sabbath day 
without transgressing the law,—about two thousand 
yards. If, however, it be necessary to extend the 
walk, some food may be deposited beforehand at the 
limit, and by the right of domicile thus created a fur- 
ther journey of the same distance may be made! ‘This 
limit possibly es wr in the command not to leave 
the camp on the Sabbath; and it may have been de- 
duced from the distance between the ark and the 
Israelites on their march, or between the camp and 
the tabernacle. 

Beyrout, Syria. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Dr. Luke.—In the writing of the Scriptures God has 
used all kinds of men. He has selected them as best 
suited his purpose. During most of the present 

ear we are going to study the Book of Acts. This 
k gives an account of the starting of the greatest 
force that has ever come into the world. It was im- 
rtant that this account should be written properly. 
God selected a doctor to write it. Luke, the be- 
loved physician (Col. 4:14). Doctors are the best 
observers and the most accurate writers in the world. 
They have to be. Upon what they observe and upon 
what they write down depend life and death. Of no 
other users of eyes and pen can this be said. God 
has paid high honor to the profession. Has the pro- 
fession always honored God? Sit down and read 
this narrative of Dr. Luke at a single sitting, if pos- 
sible. It will add interest to your reading if you will 
mark all the passages where the profession of the 
doctor shows itself. For example, as in verse 18 of 
the first chapter, when the condition of Judas’ body is 
described after the suicide, as only a doctor would 
describe it. There are many other touches of close 
observation. Next Sunday bring in all you can of 
them. 


Investigate. Many infallible proofs (v. 3). The 
Christian religion depends upon the truth of the 
resurrection. Do you believe it? What does it 
mean to you? In my learned sophomore days, ‘‘ No, 
sir, gentlemen, I don't believe a word of it—old wives’ 
tales—priestly trickery—and so forth, and so forth.” 
Then it was suggested that perhaps it would be a 
good thing if I would sit down and read before pass- 
ing judgment. That seemed reasonable, and I did 
so. I found that these disciples took their lives in 
their hands for their faith. I could not, even with 
my great sophomore brain, imagine men facing death 
and torture for a lie, when it would have been so 
much more pleasant and profitable to live for the 
truth. And soI said, ‘‘ Say, fellows, this thing looks 
true.” And, as I read on, I found something really 
happened 1,900 years ago which has changed the 
whole history of the world for its good. I was con- 
vinced that a few up-country fishermen could never 
plot a deception that would outlast the centuries, and 
plant a lie from which would grow an endless crop of 
the loveliest things the world hasever had. How does 
it strike you ? (John 11: 25, 26; 1 Peter 1 : 3.) 


Patience.— Wait for the promise of the Father 
(v. 4). God has given to his children great and abound- 
ing promises. The old Book is packed from cover 
to cover with them. Select the one that suits you 
just now, and sit down alongside of it and wait. Of 
course it is noteasy. God never rewards for eas 
things any more than men. It is hard to wait, but it 
is harder still to fail. Some of the young fellows 
down at the mill couldn't wait until they deserved the 
promotion, so they quit and went elsewhere—and 
came home later! The great things of the world are 
accomplished by patient waiting. All the great in- 
ventions. Christianity has been 1,900 years at work, 
and the world is only just now learning kindness, and 
for the first time is seriously thinking of stopping 
killing people. God doesn’t cast up his accounts 
Saturday nights. God waits. Let us wait. No 
time is ever lost by — up at the cross roads and 
carefully studying the road map. 


The Future.—// is not for you to know times or 
seasons (vy. 7). We should continually thank God 
that he has veiled the future from us. Never let any 
‘* prophet” disturb you by picturing what is going to 
happen some other day. e knows absolutely noth- 
ing about it. It is always. the unexpected that hap- 
pens. Every once in a while certain good Christian 
people get worked up over the second coming of 
Christ, and if they do not always set a day for his 
coming, fancy they can see signs on every hand that 
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promise a close at hand appearance. Christ can not 
come too soon for me, but so long as even the angels 
in heaven do not know when he is to come, we need not 

t excited over what some man on earth may think 

att. 24: 36). God in his goodness has so arranged 
us here in the world that we only live a heart-beat at 
atime. All he asks is that we just trust him from 
heart-throb to heart-throb, and let the future take 
care of itself (Matt. 6 : 34). 


Somebody.— Ye shal/ receive power...and... 
shall be witnesses (v. 8). It is very nice to be some- 
body of some account in the place where you live. To 
be a ‘power in the community.” And the splendid 
thing about it is that every one who reads this can be 
a ‘‘ power,” no matter who you are or what you are. 
You may be illiterate, you may be wicked, you may 
be friendless and alone. All you have to do is to ac- 
cept Jesus Christ and be filled with the Holy Ghost 
and witness, and you will be a power. In the town 
where I live, one of the most powerful and valuable 
men we have is aday laborer. I can remember when 
he was the town drunkard and parents used his name 
to scare their children off the streets. Let us make 
our little lives count for something. That old rattle- 
trap of an engine down in the corner of the mill is not 
very valuable, but when you open the valve and 
‘*slap the power to her,” something worth while gets 
done, It isn’t the engine—that is poor enough—but it 
is the power that gets into the engine (2 Cor. 12: 9). 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
x“ 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
ariment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. The impor- 
tant conditions governing the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Obeying Orders Until Released.— He charged them 
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father (v. 4). Anold story is told of an 
elephant that was used as standard-bearer in battle. 
He was ordered by his master to ‘‘ Halt!” and the 
next moment his master fell, fatally wounded. The 
battle continued around him, but he stood firm. 
Several hours afterward the battle ended, and the men 
who knew his master came to lead the elephant away. 
He would not move. They coaxed, then tried to 
force him, but he stood unmoved, He was waiting 
orders from his master. Finally the master’s son 
was sent for. On his arrival the faithful ariimal 
allowed himself to be led from the field. Let us try 
to have as high a standard of fidelity as that elephant 
had. We may, more safely than he, wait for orders 
from our Master when fighting the battles of life.— 
Elisabeth Kirk, Luthersburg, Pa. 


The Confidence of Jesus.—And ye shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth 
(v. 8). Somebody has supposed the Master to be 
walking down the golden street after he went back 
to heaven, talking earnestly to Gabriel, whois saying: 

‘* Master, you died for the whole world down there, 
did you not?” 

** Ves.” 

‘* You must have suffered much.” 

** Yes,”’ comes the answer in a wondrous voice, very 
quiet, but full of deepest feeling. 

** And do they all know about it?” 

‘*Oh, no! Only a few in Palestine know about it 
so far,” 

‘* Well, Master, what’s your plan? What have 
os done about telling the world that you have died 

orthem? What’s your plan?” 

** Well,” the Master is supposed to answer, ‘‘ I asked 
Peter and James and John and Andrew, and some 
more of them down there, just-to make it the busi- 
ness of their lives to tell others, and the others are to 
tell others, and the others others, until the last man 
in the farthest circle has heard the story, and has 
felt the thrilling power of it.” 

Gabriel, who knows us folk down here pretty well, 
says, hesitatingly: 

** Yes, but—suppose Peter fails. Suppose John sim- 
ply does not tell others. Suppose their descendants 
away off in the twentieth century get so busy about 
things that they do not tell others,—what then ?” 

And back comes that quiet, wondrous voice of Jesus: 
‘*Gabriel, I haven’t made any other plans,—I’m 
counting on them."—Mrs. H. D. Evans, Baltimore. 
From ** Quiet Talks on Service,” by S. D. Gordon. 
The prize for this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. 


No Opportunity Too Slight to Use.— Ye shal/ be my 
witnesses (v. 8) A Christian business man who was 
on a train entering Montreal to attend a Young 
Men’s Christian Association Convention was ap- 
proached by a young fellow representing a promi- 
nent hotel. He talked so earnestly that the business 
man engaged a room, and then added, ‘* My young 
friend, are you a follower of Jesus?” ‘I can’t say 
I am, sir,” was the reply. ‘‘ Well, if you were in 
Christ's service, and would plead as earnestly for his 
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cause as do for the hotel you now represent, 
atepe deb t deal of to others, | wish dom 
were in Christ’s service, using your powers for him.” 
The young man passed on ecnets the car, and the 
business man went his way to the convention, having 
said his word for the Master, as was his wont. Sev- 
eral years later he sat at his office desk in a New 
England city. He had occasion to call to one passin 
along the hall. Soon a strange young man a . 
and said, ‘* Excuse me, sir; But, may I ask, did re 
not attend a convention in Montreal, about the first 
of July, a few summers ago?” ‘Yes, I did, as I 
well remember; but what of that?” ‘* Do you re- 
member speaking to a: young man on the cars, and 
telling him you wished he would work for Jesus as 
faithfully as he was then working for a hotel in Mon- 
treal?” ‘I think I do, now that you recall it.” 
** Well, / cannot forget it. Your words rang in my 
ears. They resulted in bringing me into the service 
of Jesus, and now! am trying tos words for him 
wherever I go.”"—/uniata Rohrback, Washington, 
Dit. MM Ex rumbull, in ** Individual Work 
for Individuals.” 


If Your Grammar Is Good.—And ye shall be my 
witnesses BM 8). When Moody began to speak in 
public, giving his testimony as to the saving power 
of the gospel, some one said: ‘* You oughtn’t to 
attempt to speak in public, Moody. You make man 
mistakes in grammar.” ‘‘I know I make mistakes,” 
said Moody, ‘‘ and I lack a great many things; but 
I'm doing the best I can with what I’ve got. But look 
here, my friend, you’ve got grammar enough. What 
are you doing with it for Jests 2"—H. H. Smith, Kin- 
sale, Va. Moody incident from The Way of the 
Preacher.” 


Comfort in a Cloud.—A cloud received him out of 
their sight (v.9). ‘‘A friend of mine,” says a recent 
writer, ‘‘told me of a visit she had paid to a poor 
woman overwhelmed with trouble in her little room, 
but who always seemed cheerful. ‘Mary,’ said she, 
‘you must have very dark days; they must over- 
come you with clouds sometimes.’ ‘ Yes,’ she said, 
‘but then I often find there’s comfort in a cloud.’ 
‘Comfort in a cloud, Mary?’ ‘Yes. When I am 
very low and dark I go to the window, and if I see a 
heavy cloud I think of those precious words, ‘A 
cloud received him out of their sight,’ and I look up 
and see the cloud sure enough, and then I think,— 
well, that may be the cloud that hides him, and so, 
you see, there is comfort in a cloud.’”—Mrs, B. G. 
Dowen, Norbiton, Surrey, Eng. 
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Lesson-Light on Social Problems 


By Charles Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department of 
Church and Labor 


T WAS a time of social unrest: Even among the 
twelve disciples there was a Zealot, member of the 
sect founded by Judas Gamala, who bitterly re- 

sented the domination of Rome, and who no doubt 
would gladly have resorted to the use of the sword to 
fulfil the Messianic hope. When these disciples were 
come together, after Christ’s resurrection, to meet 
him and talk with him concerning “‘ the things of the 
kingdom,” the first question they asked was, ‘ Wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel ?” 
They simply reflected the spirit of the age. The de- 
sire for social and political reform was in the air. 

Rome had become so alarmed because of the agita- 
tion among the lace that it —— by bread and 
games to bribe them. The philosophers had declared 
that a purchased slave was better than a hired one, 
and so they compelled half the world to live behind 
prison bars. Social conditions were infinitely worse 
than they are to-day. : 

The wise men of the times had presented their 
Utopias. Four hundred years before, Plato and 
Socrates had prepared their schemes for social ameli- 
oration, but still men longed for ‘‘ Him that should 
come.” His work on earth begun, it was committed 
to a small company of faithful believers. To make 
a record of their activities was now an important task. 
Who shall be the man among that group whose sym- 
— are such that God can most easily employ 

im to become the inspired historian of what Christ 

continued to do and to teach through his followers ? 

The story of the expansion of the early Church 
might have been written by a profound theologian, 
whose life had been lived far from the people. It 
might have been compiled by a cold-blooded statisti- 
cian, whose thought had been only of figures. But 
God selected for this purpose a warm-hearted physi- 
cian,—a layman with an artistic temperament. Luke 
was a man who loved men. It was the human ele- 
ment in historical events which appealed to him most. 
His life had been spent in trying to cool the fevered 
- : and quiet the tortured brain. He knew something 
of the sufferings of the r and the otherwise needy. 
He was susceptible to the beauty of poetry and the 
charm of music. It was /sfe that grip im. His 
gospel might well be called ‘‘ the gospel to the every- 

y man.” Standing out in it, above everything else, 
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Aunt Abby’s Home Department 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 
will alternate with Dr. Robert J. Burdette 
in the conduct of this new lesson for 
the members of the Home Department. 

ES, I know; of course 'twas a , blessed 
hour for those apostles. Tosee Him going home 
to his Father at last after all those dreadful suf- 

ferings, to know for sure and certain now—I guess 
they must sometimes, by spells, you know, have felt 
a mite of doubt—to know that he was the Son of God, 
and to believe that now everybody would see and own 
it, that was great, great! 

But somehow to me seems’s if it must have been 
one of the sorrowfulest times of those men’s whole 
lives. Don’t you see? Just as they were the glad- 
dest, the happiest, him having come back to them 
after suffering, dying, and actually laying in his 
ane just as they were resting their , aching 

earts and bodies in that ble relief, seeing him, 
having him again; while his beautiful promises of 
wer and a new, wonderful baptism was still sound- 
ing in their ears; just that very minute—it was all 
over! Even while he was still a blessing them he 
was gone. He'd vanished out of their sight. Poor, 
eer things! I tell pi though it happened so dread- 
ul long , when I go over it the tears keep coming 
to think of them and their heart-breaking disappoint- 
ment and sorrow. 

Faith? They’d nay -sb3 to had faith, you say? My, 
my! You're pretty fortunate if you never came to a 
time when the faith you had—or thought you had— 
didn’t wobble a mite or really for the time break down 
or give clean out. What’s faith, in that very first 
minute when all you loved best in the world, all you 
held by, looked up to, leaned on, has vanished out of 
your sight? It’s so still, so terrible still, when that 
voice stops; so dark when you can’t see that face. 
Does faith just that first dark, still minute help you 
so very, very much ? 

Then—I can’t help in my own mind going over 
that—they must have begun, most at once, to wish 
they'd said things they couldn’t ever say now, or, 
worse still, zo¢ have said some things they couldn’t 
forget. Had they ever showed him, thinks they, 
what he really was to them, how dearly they loved 
him? I tell you, love a person as hard, as unselfish 
as you can in this world, there’ll be something, after 
he’s left you, when he lays so quiet and white before 
~~ you'd give all you’ve got on earth to undo—or 
to do. 

I don’t know just who was there that time, nor how 
many. I suppose Mr. Hastings will tell the Bible 
class all about that, but I’m shut away from the 
school now and must do the best I can here at home. 
But I know Peter was there. I can’t talk about him. 
Poor, poor fellow! If he could only, thinks he, have 
just one more chance to tell folks he belonged to him 
and was proud of it. And Thomas, longing to take 
back that doubting and to believe without that prov- 
ing; James and John wishing their mother hadn't 
= to him about theif positions and promotions; 

hilip aching over that ‘‘And yet—Philip?” Oh, 
how could they stand it and live on, though their faith 
could move the mountains ? 

I see the Golden Text is from Luke, and tells how 
while he blessed them he was carried up into heaven. 
That’s a good choice, I suppose. But the verse that 
Says most to me about this story is the last part of the 
ninth verse of this chapter of Acts: ‘* Acloud received 
him out of their sight.” Maybe Mr. Hastings or the 
minister, or some commentary, would tell us about the 
real meaning in the original, as they call it, and the 
translation and all, and mebbe it isn’t our kind of 
**cloud.” I don’t know as to that, I go by my Bible. 
I have to. And I’ve thought over and over again 
about that verse and how like it is to the story of 
every sorrow and loss in our lives. Just first-off, 
when those we’ve loved so much go away from us, 
it’s most always into a cloud. A cloud of strange- 
ness, unknownness we can’t see into or understand; 
a cloud sometimes, I’m afraid, of doubt or of blam- 
ing or resenting, a cloud of terrible lonesomeness, a 
thick cloud of fog where we can’t see our way, and 
for fear of being lost stop our work and set idle, a 
cloud—oh, you know! There ain’t many of you 


- haven't seen and felt the darkness of some cloud 


which received that dear, precious soul you're think- 
ing of this minute, the;one you loved and set so much 
by, out of your sight. 

But they kept on, gazing up steadfastly, trying to 
see through the mist, thicker’n ever for their tears, I 
dare say. And it’s well they did. That’s what we'd 
ought to do such times. And see what come of it! 
Comfort, and hope and faith, shaky, trembling and 
weak, I guess, at first, but growing, gaining, as those 
two messengers, some kind of me ls, likely’s not, all 
white and clear, without any dark, dull clouds about 
them, told those happy, happy tidings that He would 
come again. 

New York Ciry. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 3 (Acts x : 1-4) 


should be very brief and simple, and should carry out 
what may fairly be considered a central thought for 
the quarter. The outline here ——— may not be 
the one that you would come to at all when you study 
through the lessons for this quarter. But it may in- 
dicate a method worth trying. 

First, tell the school that you want to give just a 
look ahead over the quarter’s lessons, Repeat slowly 
the Golden Text for the quarter, ‘‘ They therefore 
that were scattered abroad went about preaching the 
word.” Ask the school to repeat it after you. Ex- 
plain that this text tells in brief the story of the 

uarter, a story of work done by the early friends of 
Feiss tos the Gospel. . There are eleven les- 
sons on this theme inthe quarter. How many? The 
first lesson tells of the Work po napa corey A part- 
ing instructions to his — write 1. Work Given). 
Three lessons follow on the (write it, 
and state the lesson titles). Four lessons then on the 
(write it, and state the titles), Then 
three lessons on the Work Enlarged (write, etc. as 
before). 





1. WORK GIVEN 

3. WORK BEGUN 

4. WORK OPPOSED 
3. WORK ENLARGED 


“ EVERYWHERE” 











One word in the quarter's Golden, Text may be 
added. (Write it.) Is that ‘‘everywhere” as big as 
it ought to be in your neighborh and mine? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
“ 


_Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


‘* Hail the day that sees Him rise.’’ Psalm 63 : 1-6. 
**See, the ee mounts in (82: 1-4. 125 : 1-3.) 
____triumph.”” ¢ Psalm go : 11-16. 

‘*Christ, above all glory seated.”’ (123 : 6-8. 183 : 1-3.) 

“Christ our King to heaven as- Psal 68 baie . 
cendeth.”’ saim > 17-20. 

At the name of Jesus, every knee (91°12 136:1, 2) 
shall bow." Psalm 22 : 23-27. 

** Come, O Creator Spirit blest.” (27 : 17-19. 42 : 1-3.) 

“Thou art gone up on a Psalm 96%: {-3, 9. 

** The golden gates are lifted up.” (132 : I-4. 193: 1, 2, 5.) 


% 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 

Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 

is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 

tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Hartford 
Building, Chicago, Illinois, 


Monday.—Acts 1: 1-14 ........ The gonending Lord 


Tuesday.—Luke 24 : 36-53 ....-. . . Parting blessi 

- Wednesday.— Mark 16 : 14-20. . . . . . The last comman 
Thursday.—Eph. 4: 1-10. .....2.se64-: Victorious ! 
Friday.—Psalm 96 . .. 2... 2s eee New Year's Son 
Saturday.—Eph. 1 : 15-23. ....... . - Head over 
Sanday. — PR. 5 F-8E . we tt et Highly exalted 


Graded Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HIS is the firsf Sunday of the —— ——-? (New 
Year), so let us sing, ‘‘ Happy New Year to all.” 
How many ever heard anybody say that the 
New Year is a good time to turn over a new leaf,— 
to rub out and forget all past mistakes, and to try to 
make the new year as clean and pure as a clean 
white page? If you blot one page, how.glad you are 
to turn to a fresh, clean one. Eachone of you would 
like to tear (or cut) from these folded papers two open 
pages of a new book. (One or two minutes, under 
the direction of the helper, should be sufficient. 
Double the paper and tear from the fold.) 
The lesson stories for this whole year are taken 





.from ‘‘ The Book of the Acts” (write it), (A small 
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in good print could be furnished for a few cents 
po de Sori read at home. ) 


The book tells of the acts or of the friends 
of aye who lived so long hey were also 
disciples or apostles, some of. remem- 


ber their names. As we study the kind, + scart noble 
acts of these men, we will surely want to try to be 
kind and brave and noble, too. Instead of writing 
their names on the second , | want each of you 
to write yourown. Each may be pasted on a 
card with a 1909 calendar and a ribbon hanger to put 
in your room. Before Christmas we made souvenirs 
for father and mother, These are for ourselves. 
Suppose each night at bedtime, if mother says you 
have been a child, you cross that day on your 
calendar with a colored pencil. If you both feel that it 
has been a naughty day, cross it with a black pencil. 
How many would like a ry ey mark every 
day of this week? this year? Sing,‘ Ask the Saviour 
to help you.” 

oo, a rest exercise before the day’s lesson.) 

hen we were children, mother usually put us to 
bed upstairs. Her room was on the fioor below. 
After our prayers and the good-night kiss, she often 
said, ‘‘ Good-night, eet Se t,” or ‘“‘ Pleasant dreams 
and sweet repose, God bless you all,” then she went 
downstairs, and we didn’t expect to see her until 
morning, but we felt happy because of what she said. 
Once she went away for a visit of several days. She 
couldn't take us all, so she said: ‘‘ Be careful what 
you do while Iam gone. Mother trusts you all to act 
nicely.” Of course we tried to act our best, and she 
was pleased when she heard the good reports. 

Long ago Jesus and his friends were together much 
of the time. He was always ready to tell them what 
to do and how to act. atthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John have told us what they did when Jesus was with 
them. But the time came when he had to leave 
them, and the Book of Acts tells what they did after 
he was gone. 

Something very wonderful happened the last time 
that they saw him. They had been talking together 
on the Mount of Olives, and Jesus had promised to 
send a helper to comfort and teach them. He told 
them to keep together in Jerusalem until this helper 
came. He lifted up his hands and blessed them; per- 
haps he said, **God bless you all,” just as mother 
did. ‘*And it came to pass, while he blessed them, 
he parted from them, and was carried up into 
heaven.” ‘They stood and watched until a cloud re- 
ceived him out of their sight, and a voice said,‘‘ Why 
stand ye gazing?” etc. ow astonished they were! 
How do you think they acted then? They didn’t 
cry, but oe they went back to. the city with 
great joy (Luke 24: 52, 53). In the temple, just 
where King Solomon had built it, they praised and 
blessed God, Then inan upper room they met to pray, 
and I think we know what they prayed,—that while 
their Friend was gone, God would help them to ac? 
right. 

Before we separate, let us pray like that in our 
little room: 


** Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good ; 
In all our work, in all our play, 
To grow more loving every day.’’ 


Yes, every day of this new week and this new year. 


Peoria, ILL. 
% 


My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


Before Sunday.—Having in mind the principles 
‘‘add new knowledge to that already gained—proceed 
from the known to the unknown,” and ‘‘ let the class 
do at least half the work,” I made special effort to 
connect the life of Christ as we left it in the Inter- 
national Lessons last summer with the new lessons 
in the Acts of the Apostles. I wrote a note to each 
girl asking her to be prepared to tell briefly, in her 
own words, the event given in the reference enclosed. 
The references were written on the margins of Perry 
pictures and those cut from old quarterlies. The 
references were these: ‘‘The Triumphal Entry” 

Luke 19 : 29-44); ‘‘ The Last Supper” (Mark 14 and 
oo 13); ‘Jesus in Gethsemane” (Matt. 26 : 47-58); 
**Peter’s Denial” (Matt. 26 : 69-75); ‘* Christ before 
Pilate” (Matt. 27: 1-30); ‘* The Crucifixion” (Matt. 
27: 31-65 and Mark 15: 26-47); ‘* The Resurrection” 
(Luke 24: 1-12; John 20: 1-18); ‘* Walk to Emmaus” 
(Luke 24 : 13-35); ‘‘ Thomas the Doubter” (John 20: 
24-31). 

In Class.—After the review, which, with the aid 
of the pictures, proved most interesting, I led the 

irls to imagine that we stood in the company on 

livet, and then told the story (Acts 1: 1-9, with 
Luke 24: 46-51 to help) in a very simple, vivid way, 
ending with the exclamation,‘ I wonder how I snoad 
have felt !” 

The response was immediate. ‘‘I should have 
been afraid,” *‘ excited,” ‘‘ I wonder.where he went,” 
**T don’t see how he could do it,” ete. I said the dis- 
ciples and friends must have felt the same way, and 
continued the story with Acts 1: 10-14 and Luke 24: 
51-53. 
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Now all Bibles open, to be sure we have the story. 
Read the question the angels asked the disciples 
(v. tr), What had Jesus just commanded them to 
do? (v. 4.) Wait for what? (v. 4.) After the Holy 
Spirit should come, what did he promise them ? (v. 8.) 

es, that is it—that they should be wé#tnesses. 
Where? What is a witness? ‘One who testifies— 
who tells the truth—tells what he knows—speaks for 
you or against you,” etc. 

Yes, and the book of Acts is a record of the splen- 
did witnesses these men and women were. But they. 
are gone, and he needs witnesses still; he has them, 
too. Who are they? ‘People who believe him— 
members of the church—good people,” etc. ‘I sup- 

we can be,” I suggested, ‘‘ what do you think?" 
** Think we can.” ow? Answers were the usual, 
Be good, etc. I combined two given me: ‘‘ By what 
we 1 and ‘‘by what we do.” Closed with story 
of a High School girl who proved a splendid witness 
because what she said and did matched; then the 
appeal: ‘‘Girls, we have a whole week of opportuni- 
ties to be witnesses of that sort. Christ needs us 
now as much as those people so long ago, and will 
help us as he did them. In these envelopes is some- 
thing to remind you of it, all this week; just put it 


_ where you can see it every day.” 


The envelope contained cards about the size of a 
visiting card with the words—A WITNESS— in 
simple red and gold lettering. On the other side I 
had written, ‘I will —_ thee.” ; 

Note: The keynote for the quarter is to be the 
word ‘* Witnesses” —further developed next week. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 
(If possible assign individual work. I send by mail. If I cannot 
do this, I enclose in envelope and give out after Sunday-schoul. 
Sometimes assign the same questions to two or more girls.) 

1. Teil all you can about day of Pentecost. (En- 
close clippings from The Sunday School Times and 
other helps.) 2. Describe the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. 3. Who preached to the great multitude? 
Tell three things you have learned before about him. 
4. What is meant by the ‘*‘ third hour” ? (clipping en- 
closed.) 5. To what old prophet did Peter refer? 
How did the Jews know about him? 6. All the class 
learn Acts 2: 21, 

FITCHBURG, Mass. 


% 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


T the beginning of the lessons in the Book of 
A Acts I announced a new plan of lesson study, 
designed to secure the cb-operation of the boys 
themselves. I read off the following list of assign- 
ments: (1) Geography; (2) Cities and towns; (3) 
Manners and customs; (4) Officials; (5) Buildings; 
(6) Biographies. I explained that I wanted to secure 
volunteers to take these subjects for four lessons. 
The fellow who took ‘‘ geography ” would be our class 
specialist on that subject for four meetings, and to 
him we would refer all questions of location and 
travels. In ‘‘cities and towns” the name of any 
place in the lesson would be the signal for asking the 
‘* specialist” to tell us all he could about that place. 
In ‘‘ manners and customs” any peculiarly eastern or 
local custom would be explained; under “‘ officials” 
would come the explanation of the duties of any Ori- 
ental official referred to in the lesson. ‘* Buildings” 
would take in a synagogue or the temple or an 
a of it; and ‘* biographies” would deal wit 
acts about the lives of the people mentioned. Each 
boy was to watch the lessons in advance and be 
prepared on the minute. 

I was not sure how this plan would take, but I be- 
lieved my boys would respond. And they did. Six 
of them took the parts promptly, without urging— 
again proving that boys will respond in the home- 
work plans if we expect them to. Of course, m 
work is not done; it is only just begun. And I shall 
see that the boys who haven't definite assignments 

et special ones for each lesson. - At the end of four 
essons we shall secure new volunteers, 

In the first lesson we referred to the writer of the 
Acts,—Doctor Luke, But for additional information 
we referred his name to the member who took “‘ biog- 
raphies.” We touched upon the resurrection of Jesus, 
and the appearances before the ascension. I asked 
what ‘‘ baptism” signified, and one of the boys said 
‘**cleansing.” I pointed out a further meaning, as in 
Colossians 2:12, “buried with him in baptism.” 
But here were two kinds of baptism referred to; one 
with water, the other with ‘* the Holy Spirit.” What 
does the latter baptism mean? Here wasdoubt. To 
lead them to helpful light, I said, ‘‘ Well, what results 
will follow a on by the Holy Spirit? Look at 
the text.” In the eighth verse we saw ‘tpower... 
witness.”” Here I pressed the lesson home. In the 
word ‘‘ witnessing ” we have the keyword of the book 
of the Acts and the history of the early church. It 
was witnessing which established the church; the 
more they were persecuted the more they testified 
and the stronger they grew. 

So yf A fellow who has received the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit will ‘‘ witness "—he can’t help it. 
All of you may not be preachers—I hope some will 
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—but you can all be witnesses, that’s sure. But, 
fellows, make sure that you're coi f for the Holy 
Spirit's coming—that followed ‘ belief.” 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each boy, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. Describe what the disciples heard and saw. 2. 
What promise was fulfilled in verse 4? (see Acts 1: 
8.) 3. What miracle did the foreign Jews witness ? 
4. How did the mockers explain the occurrence? 5. 
Who became the spokesman for the disciples on this 
occasion? 6, What did the speaker quote to prove 
his statement ? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
< 


The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Last Command and Promise of Jesus, and the 
Expectant Disciples 


I, Tue GENERAL Preparation (Acts 1). 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 

HE first chapter of the book of Acts is introduc- 
tory to the real beginnings of the history of the 
apostolic age. It brings that history into con- 

nection with the story of the life of Jesus, gives new 
expression to his last commandment to his ea 
reiterates the promise of possession by the Holy 
Spirit, and recalls by an apt quotation of one of their 
questions and by the story of their prayerful wait- 
ing in the upper room the weak and strong elements 
in their individual and corporate personality. With- 
out the hints of this chapter the reader would misun- 
derstand a number of details in the chapters which 
follow, and would fail to appreciate the significance 
of the period between the resurrection and the as- 
cension. 

The chapter begins with an introductory sentence 
interlocking the story of the Acts with that of the 
Gospel. e one was a continuation of the other. 

It then exhibits the value of the ‘forty days.” 
They were not wasted. Jesus was engaged in im- 
pressing his identity upon the disciples in unmis- 
takable fashion, and in interpreting to them the 
world from the standpoint of the resurrection. 

He assured them afresh of an enduement with the 
Spirit, which should quicken and equip them for 
their work. This was the most significant of all the 
promises. The Holy Spirit was the real cause of the 
remarkable success of those who witnessed concern- 
ing Jesus over all the earth. Until convinced that 
they had received the Spirit, they were to wait .at 
Jerusalem. 

But the enduement by the Spirit was not for selfish 

urposes. It was to equip them for bearing witness. 
fa this task they would need ‘‘ power,” a sense of the 
direct interest of God in their work and of his sup- 
port and direction. With such a conviction nothing 
could stop them; without it they would be almost 
powerless in the face of the determined opposition of 
all sorts of authorities. 

After Jesus had departed from them they had a 
week of waiting in the » goed room. A sp | of this 
sort is a very real test of the actual spirit of a com- 
pany of more than ahundred. It spoke volumes for 
the zeal and consecration of this band that they spent 
the time in prayer. They really wanted that bap- 
tism of the Spirit; they were eager to begin their 
testifying, but they awaited cheerfully the definite 
direction of God. 

The energetic Peter was their leader in completing 
the original number of the apostolate. He did not 
appoint the new. apostle, nor even select the two 
from whom the right one was chosen. The ‘ breth- 
ren” made the first choice. God selected the apostle. 
The business of the apostles was not, apparently, to 
rule the others, but to bear witness concerning 
Jesus, Had the spirit of this company been perpetu- 
roe aan might not have been the history of the 
church! . 


II, Rererence LITERATURE, 





Those who are interested in the practical possibilities 
of Bible class work at its best should send four cents in 
stamps to The Sunday School Times Company for an 
entirely new pamphlet on the subject, suggesting the 
methods of successful work, and giving also a brief list 
of valuable books nensing onthe 1909 lessons in the Acts 
and Epistles, from which any class or leader can select a 
few that would be of great benefit for collateral readin 
during the year's study. The use of this leafiet shoul 
give your class a new lease of life. 











A a commentary on Acts is the New-Century 
Bible, by Professor Bartlet (Frowde), whose ‘‘ Apos- 
tolic Age” (Scribner's) is also one of the very “est 
surveys of the early history of Christianity. Another 
book of real value is Stifler’s ‘* Introduction to Acts” 
(Revell). Stifler and one or, better, both of the 
Bartlet books are a rather complete library on Acts. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 
[This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 

themes in which adults will be interested. Itis intended to afford hints 

for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

_ It suggests the ripening, sobering, and inspiring 

influence of a great ideal. It pictures the disciples 
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filled with the expectation of being possessed by the 


‘Spirit. 


The Lukan Writings. What is the relationship 
and the respective themes of the Gospel and the Acts ? 
Promise of the Father. hat had been 
promised, and when? (See Luke 24: 49.) What was 
the purpose of ~~ ? 
he Apostolic Mission. Of what were the apos- 
tles to bear testimony? For what were the other 
disciples responsible ? 

Their Hopes. Why did Jesus rebuke their rather 
iatural question regarding his return ? 

The Ascension. What was the quiet rebuke im- 

plied in the words of the two men? 

The ore Room, What justified the apostles in 
oing ahead with the selection of a successor to 
udas? Who made the choice? What indicates the 

very solemn — of consecration which had posses- 
sion of them all? ' 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WeeEx’s Lesson. 

(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 
1. In what way was Pentecost a significant day for 

the baptism with the Spirit? 2. What was the out- 

ward evidence of possession? 3. In what two ways 

was this interpreted by the multitudes ? 


WasuHBurRN CoLLeceE, Topeka, Kansas. 
< 


The Jerusalem Church: A Preview 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Bee - dramatic story of the apostolic age as un- 
folded in the Acts and the Epistles is :learly 
distinguishable into four periods, well marked 

out by the four quarcers of the lessons for 1909. The 
narrative begins with the ascension of our Lord, and 
closes, so far as the record of the founding of the 

church is concerned, with the death of the great 
world apostle, Paul. Before he died Christianity 
had been planted firmly at the very heart of the em- 
pire and over the greater portion of its vast extent. 

The four periods are: 

1. The founding of the church in Jerusalem, Judza, 
and Samaria. 

a Its awakening to its mission to the Gentiles as 
well, 

3. The era of rapid extension over the Roman 
world under the leadership of Paul. 

4. Its firm establishment at Rome through Paul, 
the prisoner. ; 

The first period, to which we are to give attention 
during the coming quarter, is one of great interest. 
It describes the Christian community in he first 
flush of its enthusiastic and loyal faith, and while its 
members were still pasos tt jhe in all their 
modes of thought and worship and in their outlook. 
In the providence of God such a situation was needed 
at the start. The Christian community needed to 
get together, to realize its strength, to understand 
itself, and to undergo some testing, before it could 
become an efficient instrument of world-wide evan- 
gelization. The successful preacher must have 
something to say which is based upon convictions 
and experiences,. The early church received its real 
message through its trials. 

The bearing of each lesson upon the story of this 
earliest stage in Christianity’s development can be 
told most clearly by a restatement of the title. 

1. The Last Command and Promise of Jesus, and 
the Expectant Disciples (Acts 1). 

2. Their Enduement with the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2: I-13). 

3. The Remarkable Results flowing from Peter’s 
Declaration of the Lordship of Jesus, and His Plea 
for Repentance (Acts 2 : 14-47). 

4. The Healing of the Lame Man and Peter’s Ap- 

al for a General Preparation by Repentance for 

hrist’s Return (Acts 3: 1-26). 

5. The Apostles Furbidden by the Temple Authori- 
ties to continue their Preaching of a Risen Jesus: 
their Constancy (Acts 4 : 1-31). 

6. True and False Brotherhood; the Sanctity of 
the Church Maintained (Acts 4 : 32 to § : 11). 

7. The Apostles Imprisoned and Beaten for Con- 
tinuing to Preach Jesus: their Spirit (Acts 5 : 12-42). 

8. The Appointment, Influence, Arrest, Trial, and 
Martyrdom of Stephen, who proclaiméd that Chris- 
tianity must gradually displace Judaism : the Phari- 
saic Persecution (Acts 6: 1 to 8: 3). 

g. The Success of Philip’s Work of Evangelization 
in Samaria (Acts 8 : 4-25). 

10. The Conversion and Baptism of the Ethiopian 
Officer (Acts 8 : 26 40). 

tr, Instructive Episodes in Peter's Supervisory 
Work over the Churches of Judza (Acts 9 : 32-43). 

12, Review: How the Christian church was planted 
throughout Palestine, and the disciples gradually 
prepared to distinguish Christianity from Judaism. 

he reader of these first nine chapters of Acts is 
impressed by the fact that the Christian community 
was thoroughly Jewish in its ideals and methods at 
the start. -Two influences were formative: they 
were ready to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit, 
or to obey the commands of the Lord Jesus. That 
they did -not at the outset fully understand what 
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these meant is not surprising. Again they profited 
by experience. They quickly found that they could 
not respect and obey the Jewish authorities, but 
must establish their own standards, , They would 
have been slow to originate the point of view which 
Stephen took, but, once declared, it appealed tothem. 


Thus, little by little, as fast as they could assimilate 

the new ideas and orient themselves, they were 

made ready for Christianity’s great advance. 
Topeka, Kansas. 


Workers’ Questions Answered 





Ask Marion Lawrence! 


The General Secretary of the International Sunday-school Associa- 
tion will questi on Sunday-school matters—so¢ biblical 
questions—that are of general interest. If not answered here, they 
will be replied to personally. Address “‘ Marion Lawrance’s Question 
Box,”’ The Sunday Sc Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





A New-Year’s WisH From Mr. LAwRance.—May 
the Three Hundred and Sixty-Five Steps ot Nineteen 
Hundred and Nine be a golden stairway leading you 
onward and upward by the pathway >f helpful cheer- 
ful service, to fulness of Joy and Victory through the 
Only Name, And when the year is past, may the 
memory of it be as bright as are your good wishes for 
it now. 

% 


ONTARIO.—Do you publish an International Lesson leaftet 
with a series of questions on the each week, and with 
a quarterly review? Is there a certificate for passing such ex- 
amination? Please give full information as to cost, and man- 
ner of conducting examination.—D. C. ; 

The International Association does not publis 
anything’ relating to lessons whatever. This is done 
by the denominational publishing houses and inde- 

ndent publishers. Questions on the lesson each 
week, with the peer review, are found in the 
quarterlies issued by the various houses. They are 
also —- by the Sunday-school ape ed houses on 
ylank slips. The supply house with which you deal 
will be able to tell you about the certificates. They 
are issued, but I think the use of the certificate for 
the quarterly examination is very limited. 





MICHIGAN.—What do you think of zobo horns for boys of 
twelve to fourteen pani Can zobo horns be make a real 
help, or will they tend to lower the standard of good music? 
Would it be advisable to use a band of that kind as an 
orchestra in the Sunday-school?—F. E. G. , 

Personally, I do not like zobo horns in a religious 
service. I saw’a zobd band, however, in one primary 
class that seemed to give great delight to the class 
itself, without detracting especially from the exer- 
cises. Thatis to say, the children liked it. I did not. 

I can conceive of conditions under which a zobo 
band might be such’ an item of variety as to attract 
attention, but such a band would not appeal to most 
people, I think, yet there are many of them in opera- 
tion. 

It is a good deal on the same order of the comb 
band the boys used to have when I was young. It 
is really singing through aninstrument. I should not 
on any account use zobo horns with boys the age 
you name. If I used them at all, I should use them 
with smaller children. Stch a band is in my judg- 
ment likely to become a laughing stock to the older 
people present. : : 

For amusing entertainment outside of a Sunday- 
school session the zobe band wouid be capital. 





NEW YORK.—I would like to know your opinion as to the 
use of a in Sunday-school work. Where can 
instruments of this kind be secured both for electricity and 
gas?—J. I. Z. 

The stereopticon is becoming more and more popu- 
lar every day in Sunday-school work, and if properly 
handled is a mighty adjunct. . The best use that can 
be made of a stereopticon is to have it so fitted up 
that one or two, or at most a very few, pictures can 
be shown upon the screen during the Sunday-school 
hour, requiring but a few moments, and then go on 
with the regular service. 

For example, if the lesson is located at Bethlehem, 
show a picture »f Bethlehem, and perhaps another 
one giving the costumes of the people, and possibly | 
one or two other pictures, making the locality real. | 

Stereopticons are made now so that the pictures can 
be used in the day time as well as at night, and the 
room can beeasily fitted up with dark curtains which 
may be drawn in aninstant. While they donot make 
the room perfectly dark, they make it sufficiently so 
to get a good effect from the illustrations on the, 
canvas. Of course this requires that both curtain 
and instrument should be always in their place or 
quickly adjusted. ‘The curtain may be rolled up out 
of the way when not in use. 

An occasjonal hymn can be used in this way. On 
Temperance Sunday the pledge could be thrown upon 
the sheet and the school repeat it in unison. A stere- 
opticon will after a while lose its interest if it is used | 
too long a* any one time. First-class, instruments 
and slides may be had in New York City at a num- 
ber.of places. Consult the city directory for names 
of firms. 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 3 (Acts 1: 1-14) 


|  WILDE’S 
Bible Pictures 





.| Our Bible pictures have anda pecets 
thousands of schools and homes, use 
te cb the finest collection ever pub- 
They can be used in connection with any 
—— = Pe ae yo illustrating Fag text so 
e Tea retains the though 
involved. ~~ ' 
We already have a list of over 650 sub- 
jects and are constantly adding to it. 


One cent each 
No orders received for less than ten 
copies. Size of card, 6 x 8 ins, 


PICTURE SETS 


The demand last year for our Picture 
Sets ved their tability, and we 
have for 1909 prepared a list of 60 subjects 
to illustrate the International Lessons. 
Packed in a handsome box. 


Price, 50 cents postpaid 

Our all: a is 
Se ee irae ol eae ss 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


Western Branch 120 Boylston St. 
CHICAGO BOSTON 























Why Experiment ? 
Get the Best. 


Marion 
Lawrance 
says: 

** Dr. Tar- 
bell has 
brought to 
viewawealth 
of expository 
literature 
un dreamed 
of and al- 
most passing 
belief.”” 
The new volume towers above 
its predecessors—scholarly, up-to- 
date—gives the very best that mod- 
ern science and methods can pro- 
duce to make teaching attractive 
and interesting. Cloth $1.00 net ; 
postage 15 cents. 

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
New York, 158 Fifth Ave. Chicago, 80 Wabash Ave. 











THE FAMOUS EVANGELIST’S NEW HYMN BOOK 


Gipsy SmiTH 


2+. HALLOWED HYMNS 
SANKEY 





MAIN CO., 
NEW YORE 


ONE PERSON 


wanted in each Sunday school to handle our Sunday 
School Lesson Bible Chart for 1909. Every 
Teacher, Scholar and Home should have one. Price soc. 
Liberal discount to authorized agents. Write Hall- 
Mack Co., Philadelphia, New York or Chicago. 


FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 
‘The songs we know and love to sing. 83 best gospel | 
songs, words and music, $3.00 per 100. Sample copy, ; 
(—- in stamps. E. A. K. HACKETT, 107 N. | 
ayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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f Children at Home 
e 
Ramon’s Big Fish 
By Frances Margaret Fox 

Told to the writer by half a dozen little boys 

on the San Pedro wharves 

T WOULD be hard to tell a stranger how 

to find Ramon’s home. He lived with 
his father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, in a curious little house on one of the 

San Pedro wharves, The dwelling scarcely 
deserved the name house, although Ramon 
always spoke of his ‘‘ casa,’’ and casa means 
house in Spanish. It was one of a long, 
irregular line of shacks crowded close to- 
gether on the wharf where sailors and fish- 
ermen lived with their families. 

Ramon loved his home. Its kitchen door 
opened directly upon the harbor, and to 
reach the water all you had to do was to go 
down a straight ladder fastened to the piles 
of the wharf. Once down the ladder you 
could go swimming or step into the skiff. 

There was plenty of room to play with 
other children on the opposite wharf. If the 
child wished to have a game of ball with 
Juan Domingo or Tomas Alverado, he 
crossed one of the many narrow bridges 
connecting the wharves, and walked up and 
down until he was joined by his friends. 
There were railroad tracks on the wharf, and 
boats trom Puget Sound lying alongside un- 
loading lumber. Harbor children played 
hide and seek around the sardine packing- 
house, where they sometimes worked. ‘To 
that wharf came strange ships from all na- 
tions ; and there was never a day but some 
interesting event delighted San Pedro har- 
bor lads and their sisters. 

It happened one afternoon that Ramon 
was badly disappointed. Aunt Rosa and 
Uncle Juan came from Old Mexico the night 
before for a short visit. They liked fish, es- 
pecially freshly caught from the Pacific 
Ocean, Ramon’s big brother immediately 
— to take Uncle Juan in the skiff and 

ring home a fine mess of fish for supper. 

Ramon supposed, of course, he would go 
with his brother and Uncle Juan; but the 
big boy slipped away without Ramon, and 
then langhed when the child begged him to 
return. 

‘*I want to go!’ called Ramon. 
you’ll wait I’ll swim to the skiff.’”’ 

** Little fellers can’t catch fish,’’ taunted 
the big brother, making for the deep sea as 
fast as he could go. ‘* We can’t have little 
fellers along when we’re after fish for sup- 

er,’’ 

Half an hour later Gabriel Comacho and 
Tomas Alverado found little Ramon alone 
behind a pile of lumber. His cheeks were 
muddy, and his eyes red. He looked cross. 

‘* What’s the matter ?’’ asked Gabriel. 

** Nothin’.”’ 

** What you goin’ to do this afternoon? ”’ 

** Go fishin’,”’ 

‘*Where? Your skiff’s gone, and so are 
ours, Maybe you’ re goin’ scullin’ ona plank.’’ 

**No; I’m goin’ to fish off the wharf with 
string and a fish-hook.”’ 

After diligent search Ramon found a new 
fish-hook on the wharf. He baited the hook, 
fastened it with strong cord, to which was 
attached a short stick in place of a pole, and 
went fishing. 

** Maybe you’ll get a bite,’’? whispered 
Gabriel. 

*« Course you will,’’? added Tomas. 

Thus encouraged, little Ramon held his 
rod, and waited patiently. From time to 
time he and the boys exchanged grins; but 
they were as still as harbor mice. 

Suddenly the short stick was almost jerked 
from Ramon’s hands. 

**T’ve got a bite!’’ he shouted. 
got a bite ! steady there, steady!” 

**Oh, you’ll lose him, you’ll lose him !’’ 
cried Gabriel, as he and Tomas assisted in 
hauling in the line. 

- When the big brother and Juan climbed 
the kitchen ladder empty-handed, with noth- 
ing to show for an afternoon at sea, they 
smelled something good. It was Ramon’s 
fish browning in the frying-pan. 

Aunt Rosa said it was the best fish she 
ever tasted. 

That night, when the man in the moon 
ooked down on San Pedro harbor, he may 
have noticed one little boy asleep with a 
smile on his face. 


Los ANGELES, CAL. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 















The easy 





the old-fashioned 


The Weather Side 





Of the House 


There’s always a room on the weather side that s 
hard to heat. 

d cheap way to heat this cold room is with the Perfection Oil Heater. 
It makes no difference how many times the wind changes—you can carry the 
heater from room to room as often as you like. 


PERFECTION 
Oil Heater 


(Equipped with S8mokeless Device) 
| simply can’t smoke or smell—it can’t be turned too high or too 
| low—the wick can’t climb up when your back is turned like 

kind. Burns nine hours with one filling. 

Finished in nickel or Japan. Every heater guaranteed. 


The 












The Rayo Lamp 


with the latest improved central draft burner—gives a bright 
arts easily cleaned, Made of 


very lamp warranted. If you 
he Rayo Lamp and Perfection Heater from your desler, 


brass nonnenos and nickel plated. 
cannot get 


} 
i | at smallcost. Absolutely safe. All 
write to our nearest agency. 

| 


STANDARD OIL, COMPANY 


(Incorporated) 


=) 


is the safest and best lamp for all- 
round household use. It is erriteey 
t 




















[ Classified Advertising | 


Agents Wanted 


AGENTS make $103.50 per month selling wonderful 

self-sharpening patented scissors and cutlery. 
V. C. Giebner sold 22 pairs in 3 hours ; -made $13; you 
can doit. We show you how. Free outfit. ‘Thomas 
Manufacturing Co., 84 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio. 











Motion Picture Machines 


MOTION Picture Machines, Film Views, Magic Lan- 

terns, Slides, and similar Wonders For Sale. Cata- 
logue Free. We also Buy Magic Machines, Films, 
Slides, etc. Harbach & Co., 80g Filbert St., Phila., Pa. 








For Bible Students 


ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MEMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 
works. Mention this 
Scripture. Memory Li 


Sankey’s Story 


“ MY LIFE AND THE STORY OF THE GOS- 
PEL HYMNS” is the title of Ira D. Sankey’s 
wonderfully interesting book of- autobiographical 
oy ene ag sie pages. 24 Musretiage. ‘Beaut- 
u und. ce, $r. stpaid. e Sunda 
School ‘Times Co., 103r Walnut St. Philadelphia, Pe. 


Financial 


S!x PER CENT guaranteed investment secured by 
,000,000.00 assets. Over half million dollars 
eS investors during past 12 years.. Write for book- 
et. New York | Owners Co., Suite 500, 489 
‘ifth Avenue, New York. 





paper for leaflets on Memorizing 
rary, 14 Park Place, New York. 














Pictures 


BEAUTIFUL HALF-TONE REPRODUCTIONS 
of Photographs of Holy Land Views, Utensils 
and Furnishings illustrating Oriental manners and 





cust » with occ reproductions of famous 
paintings. 25 Pictures for 10 cents. These Pictures 
are back numbers of the well-known “‘ Sunday School 


‘Times Lesson Pictures.”” They have been assorted 
into packages of twenty-five each, and will be sold for 
the nominal sum of ro cents; 12 packages (a total of 
300 pictures) for One Dollar ; postage p id in either 
case. Send at once. The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 103: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


VETERINARY COURSE AT HOME. 


$1200 year end upwards can be made taking our Veter- 

my! Course at home during spare time; taught 
fn simplest English; Diploma gress positions obtained 
for successful students; cost within reach of all; satisfac- 
tion d i] 


ary Gomespoadense Sonect: Lonben, Sax. 














Ghe Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, December 19, 1908 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”’ 


Advertising Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch), For 
detailed information address The Keligious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 
s 1.00 One copy, or any number of 

. copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

One free copy addi- 
Free Copies ional will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sundey School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 2x War- 
wick Lane, London, E. C., will receive yearly or half- 

early subscriptions at the above rate, the r to 
mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School Times Company. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the pa, to 
enable all So toochers of a school toexamine Loeoite 





be sent free, upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Vital Faets fo Consider 
When You Buy Mince Meat 


First, read the labels carefully and when you see a 
brand labelled as containing Benzoate of Soda, 
—Consider that this drug is a deleterious product of 
coal tar, so harmful to health that the U. S. Government 
authorities only recently warned the public against it. 


—Consider, moreover, that its chief purpose is to con- 
ceal inferior and unfit materials. 


—Then consider that 


HEINZ 


Mince Meat 


Contains No Benzoate of Soda—lIs 
Composed only of Choice Materials Speci- 
ally Selected for Quality and Fitness. 


We use none but high-grade beef and suet; 
juicy, flawless apples; spices freshly ground in 
einz Kitchens, Four-crown Valencia confec- 
tion raisins; the best Grecian currants; Leghorn 
citron and fruit peels of direct importation. 


Such materials as these, prepared, blended 
and sealed with Heinz care and precision, 
result in surer quality and finer flavor than 
any home product could possess. 






















Sold in tin, glass and stone crocks— 
also in bulk by reliable dealers. 














Satisfaction or grocers refund money. 





30,009 visitors yearly attest the superiority of Heinz 
methods and Heinz materials. Let us send booklet. 


H. J HEINZ COMPANY 
New York— ‘London 











When answering advertisements please mention The Sunday School Times. 





DON’T WAIT 
For Your Club Crganizer 
To Ask You 


for your 1909 subscription. In order to bring your 
school up to the Golden Jubilee standard, « Every 
teacher and officer in our school receiving The Sun- 
day School Times every week,” he will be after every- 
body. But everybody can help him by going straight 
to him with seventy-five cents, and a hearty “ Please 
renew my subscription ; and here’s another seventy-five 
cefits from a friend of mine—a new subscriber.” 

Will you help all you can to make your school one 
of the Jubilee Standard Bearers ? 


THe Sunpay ScHoot Times CoMPANY 


1031 WaLNuT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 
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Denominational Co-operation 
By Charles D. Meigs 


** Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ’’ (Gal. 6: 2). 

When I help you 

And vou help me, 

We both are helped ; 

That's plain to see, 


And I am sure 
And are not you? 
*Tis what our Lord 
Would have us do. 


And when we do, 
*Tis sure that He 
Will help and bless 
Both you and me. 


I'm sure my creed 
Allows it, Brother, 
And if — does, 
We'll help each other, 


Then creeds and deeds 
Will well agree, 

When I help you 

And you help me. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
64 


The Manitoba Institute Plan 


‘OR a state or a province like ours, or any 
portion of such that cannot carry on 
township association work, we have 

found our institute plan to work admirably. 
The plan in brief is as follows,—The county 
officers are asked each year to make a list of 
mg at which institutes may be held to 

est advantage in their respective counties. 
When the time comes to prepare a complete 
list for the province, all counties are included 
in it. This list is prepared at the head 
office, the provincial superintendent sug- 
gesting a list for those counties who failed to 
submit one, and if necessary revising the 
others. A copy of this complete list is 


treasurer of each county, in our whole field, 
accompanied by a letter of instructions. The 
officers of each county are requested to fix 
dates for these meetings and report them to 
the provincial superintendent, and upon their 
doing so a supply of programs and large 
posters are sent free by the provincial as- 
sociation, for advertising the institutes, a 
sufficient number of program | being sent 
for use at the meetings. They are also sup- 
plied with small envelopes, especially pre- 
pared for the purpose. These are freely 
distributed at the evening sessions, and after 
a brief statement regarding finances. It is 
| suggested that all who wish to make an offer- 
ing to association work of fifty cents or more, 
place the amount in the envelope and fill in 
the blank on the face of it, with the amount, 
their name, and post-office address, Others 
present who have not as much of the Lord’s 
money with them as they would like to give, 
or as much as they think they ought to give, 
are asked to state the amount they wish to 
give in the proper blank on the envelope, 
giving their name and address, and place it 
upon the plate and send the amount later, at 
their earliest convenience, to the county 
secretary-treasurer. 

The program provides for two sessions, 
and includes this year besides devotional 
exercises, a fifteen-minute paper in the after- 
noon on ** How a Good Sunday-School Helps 
a Community.’’ Following a forty - five 
minute discussion of this topic, one hour is 
given to an open discussion of ‘* New Century 
Methods.’’ The printed program contains a 
list of twenty-five subjects from which the 
delegates choose the ones they wish to have 
considered. By this method it will be noticed 
that we get to know the needs of each com- 
munity where institutes are held, and we get 
to know them without loss of time. The 
program for the evening session calls for a 
song service and an address on ‘* What 
Factors are necessary to Spiritual Develop- 
ment in the Sunday-school,’’ after which 
another half-hour is given to the discussion 
of ‘*New Century Methods.’’ A _ choir 
usually leads the service of song, and fre- 
quently renders some special music, and in 
addition, a quartette or voca' or instrumental 
soloists sometimes assist. 

These institutes’ are by far the most 





Help for Live Field Workers 


mailed to the president and secretary-. 





popular Sunday-school meetings held by 
either the provincial or county associations, 
and the reason for it is found in the fact that 
the program and the method of carrying it 
out, adapts itself to the needs of each com- 
munity. Each meeting is advertised for.a 
radius of eight miles, county lines not being 
considered. One object of revising and com- 
pleting county lists at the provincial office is 
to prevent overlapping and thus help all the 
workers in the province at as small a cost of 
time and money as possible, This plan, with 
some improvements, has been in operation 
in Manitoba for more than eight years, and 
in that time we have had ample opportunity 
to test its worth. I think no part of our 
work has been so uniformly successful as the 
ingtitutes.— W. H, Irwin, Winnipeg, Muni- 
toba. 
“ 


Progress of the Adult Class 


STATEMENT has been made up by 
A W. C. Pearce, the International Adult 

Department Superintendent, showing 
the number of International Certificates of 
Recognition issued to Adult Classes by the 
various associations during the quarter end- 
ing September 25. Also, a statement by de- 
nominations showing dhe total number of 
classes receiving certificates and their mem- 
bership up to that date. A study of these 
statements brings out the following facts : 

The total membership of the 2,152 classes 
is 70,892, or an average of 33 per class. As 
these figures were given at the time of 
organization or enrolment, no doubt the 
membership is much larger now. One 
association recently gathered statistics from 
one hundred of these classes and found their 
membership had increased in one year nearly 
one hundred percent. If this ratio of in- 
crease has prevailed throughout the field, the 
2,152 classes now have a membership of over 
140,000. . 

Thirty-four associations report-certificates 
issued during that quarter. Four feport for 
the first time: Delaware, Minneseta, Mis- 
sissippi, and Wyoming. The adult depart- 
ment circle is rapidly widening ; soon it will 
include the entire continent, and eventually 
the whole world. 

Twenty-nine denominations are included 
in addition to the unclassified list. We 
certainly should be encouraged to know that 
so many denominations are represented in 
this movement. 

Much progress is being reported in the 
work of organizing these classes into Adult 
Departments in connection with township, 
county, and city associations. The Adult 
Departments~of the Toronto and Ontario 
Associations have just held a banquet which 
was attended by 1,250 men. This is an evi- 
dence of the willingness of the classes to co- 
operate in the general Adult Bible Class 
movement, and the advantage of a uaited 
movement, 


4 
Evangelizing a Texas City 


HILE it is no easy matter to evangel- 
ize a whole community, still it is not 
only possible, but it is a duty resting 

on the Christian workers to bring it about. 
There is no better plan for the purpose than 
to get denominational co-operation through 
the means of the Sunday-school. In the 
little city of Bonham, Texas, a_ real-estate 
man, Will H. Evans, saw the shame resting 
on inert Christianity in his city, and as a re- 
sult of his vision he set about filling his own 
Christian Sunday-school from the highways 
and hedges, and then through the columns 
of The Bonham News he pushed the project 
for bringing everybody in the town into the 
Sunday-schools. The fourteen churches in 
Bonham heartily took up the work, which 
partook of the nature of a contest. Every- 
body in the churches got interested in every- 
body outside the church, and everybody 
talked Sunday-school. Storekeepers button- 
holed customers as to attending the teaching 
service of the church, and every stranger 
was invited so often that he found the easi- 
est way out was to attend the Sunday-school. 
The local paper gave large editorial space 
every Tuesday morning to the Sunday-school 


( Continued on next page, second column) 























Why shouldn’t you get the 
benefit of the full earning 
power of your savings 
especially if it can be done without the 


sacrifice of sa ? You shouldn't sacri- 
fice safety Panny Li condition. ; 


This Company issues 


Certificates of Deposit 


running for two got and bearing 6 per- 


cont interest. They are backed by first 
ages on improved real estate and 


lutely sound and secure. 


On Savings Accounts, with- 
drawable on demand, we pay 
5 percent. 
Write for the booklet giving full information. 


Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 
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$30 Interest on $500 
$60 Interest on $1000 


Represents the six percent net in- 

come received annually by Invest- 

ors who purchase our gilt-edge first 

lien Mortgage Bonds on rich Okla- 

homa amar Absolutely safe. Par- 

ticulars and Booklet free upon 
request. 


The Jeffersen Trust Company 
122 Grand Ave., McAlester, Okla. 


Notre: Depositors Guaranty Law of 
Oklahoma protects patrons of this bank. 
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campaign, and published tabulated informa- 
tion as to at’ and offering from every 
Sunday-school in the P »- On B oie owe 
15, 1,120 persons out of a popula 

oa than 6,000 were in Sunday-school, but this 
didn’t satisfy the thirst for souls, and Sun- 
day-school Day was fixed for November 22, 
when 2,500 was made the ‘impossibility ’’ 
to accomplish. The ideal was attained, and 
an attendance of 2,548 was the record, and 
the offerings reached about $140. The First 
Methodist Church stood first with 697 ; the 
First Ba; tist, 640; and the First Christian, 


three schools alone. Mr. Evans writes as 
follows about an interesting incident of the 
remarkable campaign : 

**] will add one bit of interesting informa- 
tion that took place at our school. We had 
introduced to the school Judge W. A. Evans, 
who was a charter member of the school 
when it was organized in 1867, and the in- 
fant daughter of Judge and Mrs, Cunning- 
ham, one of the youngest members of the 
Cradle Roll, whose great-great grandfather 
organized the first Sunday-school in Bonham 
back in the thirties. is shows you how 
the habit of going to Sunday-school is handed 
down from father to son. Judge Evans, 
although nearly seventy-nine years of age, is 
still a regular attendant of the Sunday- 
school,’’ 


% 
Utilizing the Newspapers 


N effective idea is to utilize the edi- 
torial columns of the daily newspapers 
during a convention. Massachusetts 

has tried it with good results. Notice what 
a member of the Sunday-school state press 
committee writes about the plan : 

‘*We have just had the greatest Sunday- 
school convention at Worcester in the his- 
tory of our state. We,worked a rather clever 
scheme there that may interest you. I was 
chairman of the press committee, made up 
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P, Frink, 55: Pearl St., New York. 


of six men, five of them connected with pe- 
riodicals, and one with the Associated Press. 
We each wrote an editorial with reference to 
some phase of Sunday-school work from the 

int of view of the editor of a daily paper 
in Worcester, and these editorials were all 
published in the daily papers of Worcester 
during the days of the convention just ex- 
actly as they would have been if they had 
been written by the daily newspaper editors 
themselves. 

‘This was Secretary Conant’s idea en- 
tirely, and I think it was a very clever move- 
ment for shaping the editorial atmosphere 
during the days of the convention.”’ 


% 


How to Use a Convention 


NE field worker has come to the con- 
clusion that we must supplement our 
convention and institute work with 

personal work on the field. In the individ- 
ual Sunday-schools at the convention the 
workers are inspired and encouraged, and 





Scott’s Emulsion 


clothes the nerves and 
muscles with warm fat,fills 
the veins with rich blood. 


It makes children rugged 
and hardy and fearless of 
the cold. It fills the whole 
body with warmth and life 
and energy. 


Thin people sometimes 
gain a pound a day while 
taking it. 





Send this together with name of 
paper in which it appears, your address and four 
cents to cover postage, and we will send you a 
“Complete Handy Atins of the World” 6 Ot 


SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York 


really mean to put into operation in their 
schools the good things that have been pre- 
sented, but in most cases they simply don’t 
know how to do it. This field worker has 
enrolled in a particular Sunday-school to 
work there five Sundays in succession, and 
introduce some improvements in methods of 
management and teaching. Of course this is 
at the hearty request of the workers in that 
school, This is slow work, but it may do 
some good. Other schools will be helped in 
the same way later.—Z. A. Lee, Weiser, 


Idaho. 
te 


Attractive Evening Services 


R. GEORGE W. COLEMAN, pub- 
lisher of The Christian Endeavor 
World of Boston, a member of the 

Social Service Commission appointed by the 
Northern Baptist Convention at the meetings 
in Oklahoma, desires to be put in possession 
of information concerning out-of-the-ordinary 
Sunday evening popular meetings for people 
who do not ordinarily attend Sunday even- 
ing services, and for non-churchgoing peo- 
ple generally. Anyone who has knowledge 
of such work will confer a great favor by 





sending Mr. Coleman a brief outline of it, 
together with any printed literature that he 
may have relating to it. 





516, making an attendance of 1 ,853 in these | 
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start ]}O()Q with 
GOOD BOOKS 
For Your Workers 





Give your Sunday-school helpers the encouragement 
and stimulus of good books—books that tell how 
others have met the very problems your workers 


are puzzling over. 


The right book at the right 


time will put new life into a teacher’s or officer’s 


work. 


Of course the teachers will 
want to read ‘‘The Making of a 
Teacher’’ (Brumbaugh). It makes 
one eager to improve. $1.00. 


If your scholars haven't discov- 
ered that systematic Bible study is 
interesting, try ‘‘A Supplemental 
Bible Question Course,’’ by John 
B. Smith. It just asks questions 
and questions till you know the 
whole Bible as a book as you’ ve 
never known it before. 50 cents, 


For the studies in the Book of 
Acts you will need a simple chart, 
like the ‘« Chart of Paul's Journey- 
ings’’ (Arnold). The travels and 
stopping places and events, all 
graphically shown. 20 cents. 


“ 


If you know a teacher who 
wants to study alone, or a group 
of teachers who want to study 
together, use ‘Training the 
Teacher,’’ by the four great Sun- 
day-school specialists, Dr. A. F. 
Schauffler, Mrs. A. A. Lamoreaux, 
Dr. M. G. Brumbaugh, Mr. Marion 
Lawrance. Lessons on the Bible, 
the pupil, the teacher, the school. 
35 cents in paper cover ; 50 cents 
in cloth binding. 


% 


If you’ re pushing for a big men’s 
Bible class you'll want Marshall 
A. Hudson's ‘‘ How’’ Book—How 
to reach, hold, teach men, and 
how it has been done. 50 cents. 


5 4 


To stimulate personal work loan 
about a copy of ‘‘ Winning Men 
One by One’’ (Wood). Incident 
after incident of how men have 
been approached and won, 50 
cents cloth ; 30 cents paper. 


Here are some of the 





“right” books. 





Did you know that many schools 
are using manual work—work to 
keep the hands busy? They are ; 
and ‘* Hand-work in the Sunday- 
school’’ (Littlefield) tells all about 
it. 30 illustrations, Filled with 
concrete plans. $1.00, 


Do you want help for missionary 
work? There's ‘‘Missionary 
Methods for Sunday-school Work- 
ers,’” by George H, Trull. It's 
the book, when you're looking for 
missionary plans. 50 cents, . Then 
there are five ‘‘ Missionary Stud- 
ies’’ for supplemental missionary 
instruction, 20 cents each. Get 
the ‘‘ First Series’’ to start with. 


If you want just a small ‘‘ Hand- 
book’’ on a subject, get any one 
of the following : ‘‘ The City Sun- 
day-school,’’ by Frank L. Brown. 
Many plans that have worked. 
25 cents.—*The Sunday- 
school and the Pastor,’’ by John 
T. Faris. A pastor's discoveries 
of how he and the school could 
help each other. 25 cents.— 
‘*The Sunday-school and _ the 
Home,’’ by Frank L. Brown. How 
the school and the home can work 
together. 25 cents.—‘‘The Pri- 
mary Department,’’ by Ethel J. 
Archibald. Tested primary plans; 
illustrated. 50 cents,—‘‘ The 
Home Department of To-day,’’ by 
Flora V. Stebbins. All sides of 
the Home Department work. 25 


cents. —‘*‘ Sunday-school Records, 
Reports and Recognitions,’’ by E. 
A. Fox. The whole attendance 
problem. 50 cents. ‘*The Be- 
ginners’ Department,’’ by An- 


gelina W. Wray. Simple, work- 
able ideas. Some songs with mu- 
sic. 50 cents, 

All these books are full of 
‘* meat.”’ 


Don’t wait to start with a big 
workers’ library. Start with a 
small one and let it grow slowly. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


1031 


WALNUT STREET, 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








This fean M. D. ts Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in.Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

+ He's lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 

ether. If a housewife wants the 

octor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, all she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 


CHALFONTE 


The Boardwalk, the beach, 
the piers and other attrac- 
tions, when combined with 
the comfort and elegance of 
Chalfonte, make a visit to 
Atlantic City at this time 
most delightful. Write for 
reservations to THE LEEDS 
COMPANY. 
Always Open 
On the Beach 





























The 
Westminster 
Ideal Class Book 


JUST PUBLISHED 
By Allan Sutherland 


A time-saver for 
both Teacher and 
Secretary. 5 cents 
each, or 50 cents a 
dozen, postpaid. With 
@ cut leaf record, ren- 
@ering but one ens oll- 
meni a year neces- 
sary. Contains spaces 
for 20 names with at- 
tendance record, num- 
ber of new pupils 
present, parents’ 
names, class offerings, 
missionary offerings, 
Size, 7X4¥inches. etc. There is also a 
space for the record of the birthday of each 
pupil. We shall be glad to send a sample copy 
of this book free of charge, for examination, 


THe WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Philadelphia, Witherspoon Building. 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. 
Chicago 328 Wabesh Ave. 
- Louis, 505 N. Seventh St. 
San Francisco, 400 Sutter St. 
Nashville, 150 Fourth Ave., North. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, January 3, 1909. 
The duty of making good resoiutions 
(Acts 11: 19-23; Josh. 24; 14-25; 
Consecration Meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


oe b> Ages (2 Gen a 7 
UES.—A noble purpose (Josh. 24: 14-18). 
WED.—A nara $8 vow sans. 3 hg 


THURS. facet) 's promise (Gen. 28 : 18-22), 
FRri.—A New Year's resolve (Phil. 3 : 8-14). 





| me to fulfill them. 








SaT.—Christ’s own resolve (Heb. 10: 5-7). 





What is my purpose for the coming year? 


an some promises showing that God en- 
ables us to achieve our resolves. 


Can we make our resolves covenants with 
God? 


T IS not an open question as to whether 
we will form new resolutions, We are 
. bound to do that. We are doing it all 
the time. Each time we find that a certain 
course of action results unfavorably we say: 
** Well, I will not do that again.’? When 
pleasure and profit follow some other course, 
we say, ‘* That ended well. That is the way 
to act next time.’’ Resolutions like. these we 
are making every day. To make them ear- 
nestly and about the deepest and most vital 
things is the proper duty of each true soul at 
the beginning of a new year. 


We ought especially to purpose that the 
new year shall be better than the past.‘ If 
I cease to become better,’’ Cromwell is said 
to have written in his Bible, ‘‘I shall cease 
to be good.’’ We are meant to-advance al- 
ways upon our past. All that we gain each 
year is meant to be, not a level on which we 
will stop, but a new plane from which we 
will ascend. 


It is a good thing each year to pick out 
particular nae mtey in which we ought to 
make gain during the year. Benjamin Frank- 
lin once perian a scheme for self- 
ment which involved a sort of book-keeping 
in character, Accounts were to be kept with 
different virtues and one by one they were to 
be taken up and developed. It was a fine 
device, but it is not in that way that charac- 
ter can be manufactured. Nevertheless, it 
is a good thing to start out for something and 
to work out concrete tasks, What are our 
weaknesses? What requirements of our 
work are we meeting least effectively ? 


Purposes are better and more likely to be 
fulfilled if they are turned into promises. A 
promise to pay is better than a mere pur- 
pose to discharge a debt. Some of our pur- 
poses should be made promises to men, and 
all of them that are worthy should be made 
as promises to God. ‘‘ This—the better 
control of my temper, more loving consid- 
erateness of others, more energy in work, 
less fear of man—this, which is my duty, O 
God, I will do in thy strength.’’ There is 
more body and hope in a resolution like this 
than in a mere undefined, undeclared pur- 
pose of the heart. 


The noblest of all purposes is to serve God. 
wholly, That ought to be, whatever the 
cost, the one great resolution. God should 
be first in the new year. He will be first 
with all his true servants, whatever the sac- 
rifice. ‘* While she has devoted her whole 
affection and life to me,’’ said Bishop Wiltiam 
Taylor of his wife, when he was made Bishop 
of Africa in 1884, ‘‘it has been with the dis- 
tinct understanding that the claims of God on 
me as an ambassador for Christ are supreme, 
and that she should never hinder but help 
In our happy union of 
forty-nine years I have never failed to fulfill 
an appointment for preaching or other-min- 
isterial duty on her account. My foreign 
work has cost us a separation more distress- 
ing to mind and heart ot both of us than the 
pains of many deaths, with occasional meet- 
ings and partings which have tended to in- 
crease the agony, Yet to this day I have 
never heard her object to my going or stay- 
ing, or murmur on account of my absence.’’ 

~~ 

Are we purposing to serve God alone this 
new year? 

What definite advance step in character 
and service do we propose ? 











common- Esosdinees: ; if you want to stir t 
bois hearts afire, give them Pell’s Notes. 
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you want 
steer clear 





"VE- noticed that teach- 
ers who use PELL’S 
NOTES are so ‘much more 
intense in their work,” said a 
endent to the writer. 
course. You can't fill 

a teacher to the brim with 
magnetic, fertilizing 
thoughts and keep 
He is bound to move, and he 


is bound to move others. If 


spiritual 
im quiet. 


your teachers to 
of a arg and 


eir brains 


New Special Offers 


Offer No. 1.—We will send you Pell’s Notes and any one of the following magazines one year 
for only $1.25: Cosmopolitan, Woman’s Home Co »s 





Pr 


,» American Magazine. 


Offer No. 2.—For a dollar bill sent at our risk we will send you Pell’s Notes and The Young 
Man. in Business one year, and The Modern Sunday School six months. 


Pell’s 
Notes 


A complete, comprehensive 
commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons. For 
teachers and Bible students 

enerally. . Undenominational. 
fised by ogressive Sunday- 
school workers the world over. 
Published monthly in vestpocket 
form. Seventy-five cents a year; 
in clubs of five or more fifty cents 
a year each, 


Robert Harding 





This little journal is doin 
more to fire the ambition o 
young men and es them in 
the principles which lie at the 
base of every successful career 
than anythi elsé ever pub- 
lished. Monthly, 50centsa year, 





The Modern 
Sunday School 


Contains all the helpful ideas 
for Sunday-school workers ap- 
ring in current literature, and 
in addition Pell’s Condensed 
Notes on the lessons. “Adapted 
to the needs of Senior and Bible 
classes, Home Departments and 
very busy teachers. Fifty cents 
a year; twenty-five cents each in 
clubs of five or more sent to one 
address. 


Company, Inc., Richmond, Va.. 
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The World’s Greatest Commentary on the 
International Sunday School Lessons for 1909 


The thirty-fifth volume of this wonderful book is, 


if possible, more 


brilliant predecessors. 
Peloubet’s ‘“‘Select Notes” take the best and most 


natural. method of presentin 
lesson lore which 


they contain. 


attractive and helpful than its 


the vast amount of 
Once the teacher 


has familiarized himself with the treatment of the 
lesson he is master of it and ready to recite or to 
teach. The present volume should be in the hands 
of every teacher and student of the International 


Lessons. Price in cloth, $1.25 postpaid. 
For sale by all booksellers and by the publishers 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 








OVERNMENT POSITIONS iets 
46,112 Appelatments vse" ab eres oe 


eat gent opportan by am ag ¥. 
Service t, containing full information 
examinations and questions re- 


COLMAN CONEY. COLLEGE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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Temple 


— Busy MAN’S youn, nL $175. 
and short, at 
at once. The 
Boston, Mass. | 


modoryte pepie tenn” Ae oh 
‘ours, 8—C. Beacon ba th “ 





5 Ote sxticlag ot Bible” themes, methods of work, and deeper 
about alt s me Siied cote canctouees Capen foaew 
cently used Service Commission. lee vs mer stipe pn So Ne itkeitin the 


country. SPECIAL—From now thro’ Dec. 1909 for $1. 
THE INSTITUTE TIE, 80 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 

















py 


H%%, LAND— — Egypt: and much of Europe. April to 
rientaltour. Fine accommoda- 
tions, low rates. . Rev::Ray Allen, Rochester, N. Y. 


July. Elevent 








NITY COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. C. 
Burton, Christian CoHege, Oskaloosa, lowa. 





 B- 
Write type, 
paper, etc. The Press Co., Merides Conn. 


‘int ¥ circulars a newspaper. Press, 


Larger, $: $x8. Save money. Print for 
All easy; rules sent. 


ig profit. 
factory. for press catolog 








When answering advertisements mtention this paper. 

















